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The Call of the Christian

Not always as the whirlwind’s rush
On Horeb’s mount of fear,

Not always as the burning bush

To Midian’s shepherd seer,

Nor as the awful voice which came
To Israel’s prophet bards,

Nor as the tongue of cloven flame,
Nor gift of fearful words—

Not always thus, with outward sign
Of fire or voice from Heaven,

The message of a truth divine,

The call of God is given!

Awaking in the human heart

Love for the true and right—

Zeal for the Christian’s ‘better part,’
Strength for the Christian’s fight.
Gently, by a thousand things

Which o’er our spirits pass,

Like breezes o’er the harp’s fine strings,
Or vapors o’er a glass,

Leaving their token strange and new
Of music or of shade,

The summons to the right and true
And merciful is made.

Oh, then, if gleams of truth and light
Flash o’er thy waiting mind,
Unfolding to thy mental sight

The wants of human kind;

If brooding over human grief,

The earnest wish is known

To soothe and gladden with relief
An angquish not thine own:

Though heralded with naught of fear,
Or outward sign, or show:

Though only to the inward ear

It whispers soft and low;

Though dropping, as the manna fell,
Unseen, yet from above,

Noiseless as dew-fall, heed it well—
Thy Father’s call of love!

—John G. Whittier
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FEATURE

Three Friends

Of all the blessings which my life has
known,

| value most, and praise God for
three:

Want, Loneliness, and Pain, those
comrades true,

Who masqueraded in the garb of
foes

For many a year, and filled my heart
with dread.

Yet fickle joys, like false, pretentious
friends,

Have proved less worthy than this
trio. First

Want taught me labor, and led me
up the steep

And toilsome paths to hills of pure
delight,

Trod only by the feet that know
fatigue,

And yet press on until the heights
appear.

Then Loneliness and hunger of the
heart

Sent me upreaching to the realms of
space,

Till all the silence grew eloquent,

And all their loving forces hailed me
friend.

Last, Pain taught prayer! placed in my hand
the staff

Of close communion with the over-soul,

That | might lean upon it to the end,

And find myself made strong for any strife.

And then these three who had pursued my

poojg snoivaid ay} Jo Aluialeluod ay) 1oy AjaAIsnjoxa ueiwaby [auy Aq pareald

steps
Like stern, relentless foes, year after year,
Unmasked, and turned their faces full on me,
And lo! they were divinely beautiful,
For through them shone the lustrous eyes of
Love.

—Ella Wheeler Wilcox
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EDITORIAL

Dying and Becoming

HE AUTUMN SEASON can elicit

that poignance which results from the

tension between two sharply contrast

ing thoughts. 1) Physical life, Gad'

created world, is stunningly beautiful.
2) All created beauty is impermanent.

The life force suging into manifestation in s
spring and the reign of its seemingly endless sple g
dor in midsummer are, we gradually come to-rea
ize by fall, appearances, phases of what Goetlg
called “dying and becomingAnd unless we our
selves take nature’cue and voluntarily die and
become, we are captives on earth, prisoners
darkness, and dupes of mere seeming.

The nostalgia one feels as fall approaches
echoes a mythic “Fall’—the waning of summerconscious thoughts and deeds, making sponta
may engender a soul mood that senses a lost paeous appearances to the disciple consciousng¢ss
adise of light and lifewhile nostalgia is backward and visiting the Magdalen soul steeped in ardent
hearkening, a specifically preChristian soul statejevotion.
the autumn equinox as a Christian season identi Fall reminds us that the visible world is a tem
fies the remedy for that mythic Fall and is forwardporal (temporary) shovand that if we would see
looking; for at this time of the year the Christ, thein truth, we must die to the lust of the eyes, th
Light of the world, is entering the earth to regenerpride of life, and the shallgvgelf-indulgent living
ate the fund of life engres expended during the they may prompt.
preceding nine months. Fall is the time of spiritual Since Christ became man, the seasons of the
quickening on both planetary and individual levelsyear teach us of cosmic love and sacrifithe

The seasonal melancholy one may now expermaterial fruits now harvested from the earth for
ence is belied by an occasion for thanksgiving andur physical well-being are an earnest of the fruit
joy. For now mars true ego more readily gainswhich the trueV/ine ripens in us—if we as brancheg
ascendance over the magnetism of the sensodyink the spiritual blood of His livingVord.
world. We remember that we are spiritual beings in Now, as outer forms contract and the life force
physical bodies, not physical beings with occadraws to the core of things, soul forms rise an
sional spiritual experiences. bloom before our mind’ eye. Fall is the season

While a Ray of the cosmic Christ now dies to thavhen the student returns to school. In nature
heaven worlds and enters the sphere of the eardithool, fall teaches us not to be conformed to the
the individual Christ is released from the bady’ world but to be transformed by Christyho
tomb-like detention and is better able to inform ourenews and enlightens our hearts and minds.

Painting, Jan de Heem, 1648, Kunsthistorisches Museum, Vienna

Eucharist in Fruit Wreath

D
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MYSTIC LIGHT

| aws of
| ncarnation
Conclusion

HE FIRST of the crw-
cial events in theprogres &
sive Incarnatiorof Christ in

the Jordan. Outwardly &
nothing specialhappened. But for
SupersenSible perceptlon the ﬂame J. J. Tissot Watercolo Brooklyn Museum
the Spirit flashed from Earth to Heaver The Miracle of the Loaves and the Fishes

The self-surrender of the Ego of Jesiwjth the permeation of the human desiody by the spirit of Christ, humani
made way for the divine Christ-Egaty receives transformative spiritual nourishment whosecgdsiinexhaustible.

which entered into incarnation in place
of the human egd’he heavens opened; the brokerthem.They see that to them is entrusted the spiritugl
link between heaven and earth wagyéat anew nourishment which humanity is to receive into th¢
Those whose souls could see the flash experiencéat distant future as food and drifithe basket, from
its immense power toned down to the tender imagahich they can give the bread of life without its
of the dove. becoming emptyis there because now a human
For over a year the life of Jesus followed itsastral body has been permeated with spirit by Chrigt.
course quietly for the most part, both before In the night that follows, the disciples are able t¢
Johns imprisonment and after his death, in consee directly the new stage of existence which the
scious reserve or withdrawdlhen the fire of the Christ-Being has now attainedhey see Christ
Christ-Ego breaks through afresiihe second walking on the stormy waves of the lake. Chsist’
stage in becoming Man is accomplished: th&Valking on the Sea reveals the second main stage
Christ-Ego permeates the soul or astral bdidig  of Incarnation.This experience of the disciples is
before Passover of the year 3Re disciples, who not a sensational physical phenomenon: it is not
have just been reunited after having travelledhe physical form of Christ that meets them on tL:E
d

through the country for a while two by two, expe sea. It is the astral body of Jesus, completely fill
rience the healing force of the astral body of Jesuby the Christ-Ego which now has such an intensi
now filled with the Christ, as extending propheti that it can reveal itself to the disciples as if it were
cally over the whole of humanity a constituent part of the sense woilthe human
In the picture of the Feeding of the Fileousand soul-nature, glowing and tranquil in the fire of the
the future of their apostolic mission stands beforspirit, reveals its fullness of power: the storm of

The authois assertion that the incarnating Christ used th the elements is stilled
i i i ist u e . . .
dense, vitaland desie bodies of Jesus during His ¢er The third theophanic event marking a stage is

year ministry is at variance with Max Heindeteaching. the Transfiguration on MounfTabor Even the
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three most trusted disciples, Petlames and John, to reflect the hidden entry of the Christ-Ego intg
could not have seen the Christ in this glowingthe physical bodySo the Entry of Jesus into
sunlike form at any other moment than when Hderusalem becomes the theophanic picture of tH
showed Himself to them on the summit of the Holylast stage of incarnatiorthe city of Jerusalem
Mountain. It was their tremendous privilege to-wit seems to be the quintessence of all that is physicgl.
ness a crucial point in the maturing of the ChristNot for nothing is it in the center of Judea, whos
Being.A further sphere of the human landscape is the expression of the
organism, the life or etheric physical and mineral world,
body of Jesus of Nazareth whereas Galilee, where the
was pervaded through @ Transfiguration  took
and through by the 488 place, is a picture of
fire of the Sun spirit. & the etheric world.
There is a specialg : | Looked at supeHi
secret  connectedy {.@ ' Pele/ 8l cially, Jesus'riding
with Christ's perme ' f i ; &4 into the city upon an
ation of humarlife- ass was nothing
forces; otherwiseit remarkable; but the
would not have been ecstatic  cries  of
only the threetrusted L “Hosanna” from the
disciples whowere allowed crowd are the echo of the
to witness th&ransfigu- spiritual event with
ration_What came to fu' Mosaic, sixth century, apse in the Church of Saint Mary, St. Catherine’s Monastery, Sinai Wh|Ch |t iS associated'

fillment then was at the _ Transfiguration __ Once more the old clair
In the earliest knowrepresentation of therdnsfiguration (in

same time the Inc:'p'enCEGreekMetamorphos;Ds Christ appears in an aaple of light voyance 1S ar(j’lj'sed1 .and
of a future eventThe inthe pesence of Moses and Elijah. This event marks the fiile aura of spiritual fire.
Transfiguration of Christ integration of Christ radiant solar Ego into Jesustal body |n human terms, this is
foreshadows His the manifestation of the
ResurrectionThe body in which later the Risen final resolve which burns in His soul. It reveals the¢
One will reveal Himself to His disciples is the new and last stage of incarnation just attaieul
etheric bodynow filled by the Spirit. But after the yet the Entry into Jerusalem is only the beginning ¢
Crucifixion this body will at the same time be this last fulfilment. Ultimate possession and perme
filled with the quintessence of the physical bodyation of the physical body is achieved only in th¢
permeated by Christ, and will thereby have amour of GolgothaAs the process of incarnation is
intensity which enables it to work right into thecompleted the physical life comes to an end.
physical sphereThen the whole circle of the dis Incarnation turns into excarnatiohhe fire of the
ciples will be able to behold the Christ. Christ-Ego has burnt to ashes the sheaths in which It
The fourth stage will be reached when the Egbas lived for three years. It is a profoundly moving
of Christ presses fully through the human physicatuth...that the life of Christ would have come to an
body of JesusThis in the end is “incarnation” in end then even if He had not been nailed to the cross.
the strict sense of the word. Literalipcarnation The connection between the third and fourth
means “becoming flesh.When the Bible says stages is shown by mysterious symb@¥hen the
“flesh,” it means the physical bod@f course the disciples beheld the transfigured form of Chrisf
Christ-Ego had been dwelling in the physical bodyipon MountTabor they perceived at His left and
ever since the Baptism, but He was only able tat His right Moses and EliaShey sensed dimly
take the final and most advanced step into-conthe universally human significance of the event
plete possession of it at the end of the three yearand felt stirred in their will-forceS.hey saw them
Providence disposed that an external Entry waselves called to a role which, howeverey could

is
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not yet clearly understandhus, when a
little later James and John say to Jes
“Let us sit onThy right and orThy left,” a
kind of afterefect of the appearance of#
Mount Tabor makes itself felt. But they d¢
not know what they askiVhen the fourth
stage is accomplished a new triad Wi
appearThis time Christ will be flanked byj
two crosses, one on each side of Him. He
is a solemn lesson for us. He who desiresgs
share in the gracious fetts of the [
Incarnation of Christ cannot be at His righs
or at His left hand on the mount @
Transfiguration unless he is also ready
take his place on Golgotha and to aceo
pany Him through death.
Of the four crucial events on the path
Incarnation the first and the last belong =/ 4
Judea, and the two intervening ones L A Pl =
Galilee. The special conditions of the Fresco, 1304--6. Giotto di Bondone. Cappella Scrovegni (Arena Chapel), Padua

. . - . ] Entrance of Jesusinto Jerusalem
Chr'St'Bemg’ first after the Baptism and ‘A later stage in the Incarnational pcess of the Christ Ego ispresent

the end before the Death on Golgothas Cteq by the entry of Christ Jesus into Jerusalem (the dense physical wor
respond to the character of Judea. Both ac

the beginning and at the end we may imagine th®orrows” is in fact the most heroic deed ever pef

form of Christ as sheathed in a flashing aura diormed on earthVarious events surrounding Palm

overwhelming light. Sunday emphasize this; the fact alone that the en
The status nascendafter the Baptism has its of Jesus into the city is repeated daily during Hol

counterpart in thetatusmoriendiof the PassioiAt ~ Week underlines the importance of this stage.

the beginning the ergy of the divinity becoming Jesus was staying not in Jerusalem but in

human is perceptible; at the end humanity beconBethany in the house of Lazaru¥hus the entry
ing divine is revealed with fiery powerhestatus which on Palm Sunday had been accompanied

ry
y

Dy

nascendivas the cause of the conscious reserve olie ecstasy of the people was repeated in the quiet

the Christ-Being.The intensity of thestatus of each morning, as if the process of the fing
moriendi howevey comes about because thedescent into the depths of the physical body had
Christ has now become wholly Man. By takingbe strengthened again and agaiiter the night of

possession of the depths of the human will HMaundy Thursday—the first night that Jesus
assumes the majesty required for decisive battjgassed not in Bethany but together with the disc

with all the powers of opposition. ples in the House of the Last Supper and in th
o Garden of Gethsemane—once more, for the la
TheCrisis time, He made a special entry into the.diyt this

The importance of the Entry into Jerusalem agime the scene of ecstatic jubilation of the crow
incarnational stage is fundamentéhe intensity of had changed to one of distressing ignominy
Christ's will, at the attainment of the fourth stage ofArrested in Gethsemane, He was led in chair
incarnation, sheds fresh light upon the passion andwards Jerusalem.
death of ChristWhat might appear to be merely The understanding of the Incarnation as a proce
passive sdéring and what has given rise to thein stages throws a new light on two events whic
widespread, popular picture of the “Man offollow Palm Sundaythe Cursing of the Fidree

I
to

S
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and the second Purification of tHemple....St.
Johns Gospel speaks of a Purification of the
Temple at the first Passoyamnot long after the
Baptism. The Synoptists report a Purification as|
following the Entry into Jerusalem. On each ecc
sion the majesty of the Being of Christ is such th
all human degradation feels itself unmaske
Nevertheless the two purifications are not th
same.They are rather revelations of those tw
exceptional and diametrically opposed condition|
which represent the beginning and the end |
Christ’s incarnationAt the beginning, when Jesus
is still holding Himself in conscious reserve, th
stormy efect comes solely from the Being o
Christ. There is no need for Jesus to do anythin
particular The Christ-Being has not yet entereg
fully into incarnation, He is only just preparing to
become human. Simply the presence of Jesus
the efect that the divine judgment of Christ comeg
to peoples consciousness in terrifying and dramati
soul pictures.
On the second occasion the Christ-Ego is on tH{i|ily
point of draining the cup of incarnation to its dregs
as it is described at Gethsemane. Now that the &
of becoming Man is almost accomplished, th
Christ as Man can perform a conscious deed of be Chist and the Money-Changers
tle. Wlt_hm the plpture of the grediemple built of Driving out the mezhants and money changers is a fegur
stone lives the picture of the smaller human templefor the purification of the temple of the the human body
Man’s physical body is indeed, as St. Paul says,
also a temple of Godhe incarnation of Christ in bereth it the ground®nd he answering said unto
the human body of Jesus of Nazareth was at tigm, Lord, let it alone this year also, till | shall dig
same time demple-purification which He accom about it and dung iAnd if it bear fruit, well: and
plished in order to implant the seed of healing intdf not, then after that thou shalt cut it down.”
Man’s body This inner purification is twice reflect ~ How different is the mood of this parable from
ed outwardly once when the Christ-Ego has justthe severity with which Jesus cursed the fig treg
entered incarnation, and again when He has-pengut for those who watch the gradual course af
trated the bodily nature to its very foundations.  Christ's becoming Man the contradiction is nof
Similarly, the apparent contradiction betweeninsoluble. Between the time that Jesus gives the
the reference to the fig tree in the thirteenttparable of the fig tree and His Entry into Jerusale}v
e

Eric Gill (1882-1940). Relief print, 1919. Tate Museum, London, England.

Chapter of St. Luke and that on the day after théhere is still a year to go—just the amount of tim
Entry into Jerusalem, resolves its@lfie thirteenth that the vine-dresser begs for the fig-tree. By t

chapter of St. Luke, verses 6-9, reads:cétain time of the Entry into Jerusalem this time is gvel
man had a fig-tree planted in his vineyard; and hand the final uselessness of the forces of the fig tree
came and sought fruit thereon, and found nondwhich symbolize the ancient powers of instinctive
Then said he unto the dresser of his vineyardilairvoyance, as described in Chagiten) justifies
Behold, these three years | come seeking fruit otine stern attitude which Jesus adopts. O

this fig tree, and find none: cut it down; why cum —Emil Bock
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MYSTIC LIGHT

No King but Caesar
A Tale of Rebirth

HE DEBATE was over and the great
American public turned btheir televi
sions with weary yawns. It hadrbeen
much of a program; only a lot of dull
talk. Few grasped the enormity of it.
Only the intellectuals, or shall | say philosophers
realized that they had heard the age-old questigFi
that had been propounded by man down throug ‘ v
time. They heard the earnest conviction of the
young son of Israel and the red hot scorn of th
hardened agnostic, but the gréamerican family
was not impressedlhey were not greatly cen
cerned with the origin of man, biblical orgamic.
They were more interested in the latest film at the
Cineplex or wondering if the family van would hold
up for a trip toTahoe this summeWhat did they pg
care whether man evolved from a blindly formec s-_: -
single cell or if he was created from a Divine Sparji =SS R e W
Of God’s imponderable majestu was more to the Opaque watercolor over graphite on éraywove paper, J. J Tissot, Brooklyn Mus.eum

point that there was a cold bottle of brew in the The Confession of St. Longinus

refrigerator on a hot night like this.

Leaving the television studio the two debatersshed silver and jeweled like a Swiss watch.
hailed a taxi with a few of their companions and “Gentlemen,’said the doctof'what | have to say
were taken to the penthouse apartment of Doctduefore the experiment, as | shall call it, though it i
Hoffmeyer scientist, inventorand writer of note. by no means that, will probably sound like an afte
Doctor Hofmeyer had invited the two speakers andlinner speech to you, but in order that you wil
their party tonight to witness an experiment whichunderstand what you are about to witness, | hoy
he said, would be particularly interesting to themthat you will bear with me.”

And due to the doctts prestige and name they had He looked into the dark eyes of the young Rabbi

accepted with alacrity and then into those of Billings, the agnostic
The party was ushered into the dotddaborate  Billings’ eyebrows grew straight across the spad
ry by a young assistant and there the doctor intrdetween his eyes, giving him a look of intensity
duced himself and asked them to be seated. Uporeaen ferocity until one looked deeper into his eyes
dais in the center of the room reposed a dynamo-“You observe here,” said the dogtaraving a
like object about the size of a computewas asin  hand toward the mechanism, “nothing more or leg

gularly beautiful object, bright and shinitige pol  than a radio. Nothing awe-inspiring about it. | shall

U7
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explain the process of it latér medley of strange tongues which the group could
“All of you who are present are thinking men.not distinguishThe lens cleared and a scene in a
Rabbi Stoneman and Professor Billings are censidmposing Roman council room appear&duler in
ered our leading intellectual lights.” He bowed totoga and crown stood upon huge carved staifs
the two and they smiled their thanks.€tYl shall preparing to speak to the holiday crowd belélg
presume to remind you of a few facts with whichheld up a hand for silenc&hen his Latin speech
you are doubtless familiar but which | would like was easily understood by the listeners. He gesturgd
you to keep in mind. First, that photographic visiorto a prisoner awaiting his verdict.
or telescopes can project sight into space not only “Whom will ye that | release unto you? Barabbag,
billions of miles but millions of light years. or Jesus, which is called ChristPhe confusion of
Science has found ways to measure distances goices again arose and the group around the lens
great that they cease to be meaningful toTbst could distinguish cries of “Barabbas! Barabbas!”
was all | had to go on in the beginning of my exper “What then shall | do with Jesus which is called
iment. Of course we know that no sound is eveChrist?”
lost. Theoretically any sound produced amfere at And the mob cried: “Let him be crucified!” Peer
any time can be heard if the means exigtagceive ing into the lens, the listeners saw anxiousness uppn
it. Sound travels through the cold, anoxic uppethe potentats’ brow “Shall | crucify your king?”
regions of the eartl’atmosphere even though man The crowd shouted: “@& have no king but
cannot. But, gentlemen,” he said, waving a han@aesar!"A servitor appeared with a bowl in which
toward his instrument, “here we have the means ahe sovereign immersed his hands.
tuning in upon sound that has been lost several The lens clouded again and when it cleared the
thousand years!” group saw a motley procession crowding along ja
Rabbi Stoneman leaned forward eagerly in hislusty road.They were jostling and pushing, and
chair and Professor Billings pulled down his heavyheir shouts came to the listeners cleaflyove the
brows in a frown of concentratiomhe doctor con heads of the throng bobbed the heavy rough frame
tinued. “The troposphere penetrated by Professaf a cross; its progress was hindered by the closgly
Piccard is about thirty miles thick and acts as an apacked crowd and the bearer could not be seen.
cushion about the earth. Meteorites cannot pene Suddenly the cross disappeared as though pull
trate it without being melted by combustion ando earth by an unseen forge.captain of the sel
having their speed checked. Howewund is car  diery clenched his spear and cleared a path through
ried on and on, as | said, and with supersensitivine mob. His spear shot upward and downward and
high-frequency radio receptors, we may and shathe cross rose and then sank again as though wepry
tune in upon any sound event we choose. of the efort. “Onward!” the captain shouted,
“Here,” he pointed with a pencil to a part of the*Onward to Calvary!”
device on the dais, “is what we shall call, for want Rabbi Stoneman leaned over and gazed into the
of a better name, an electro-audioscope, becausejterture intentlyA riveting thought. No. Could it
measures multiple vibratory frequencies. Ngen  be?Was it his fancy that this captain of the soldiery
tlemen, will you step up to the projector?” was a tiny digy of himself? He looked up at the
The party grouped about an aperture with a lendoctor questioninglyand Doctor Hdfmeyer nod
at the back, and watched as the professor rotateed sagely as if to verify what he had seen.
several dialsThe lens clouded and then became a Then on the surface of the lens, a spearman
milky, nondescript tint with clouds moving acrossforced his way from the ranks and kneeling, lifteg
the surfaceThe doctor again claimed their atten the base of the cross. Compassion softened his f¢a
tion. “A cinema, gentlemen,” he said jestingly to theures and the thick brows that grew straight across
group bent over the projectdit is the intensified his forehead were drawn into a pucker of tenderefst
process of depositing the photographic events whighity as he uttered a low sound of pain, “Mastel
produced the sounds you are about to.Hgaren”  Master!” he cried. O
A babble of voices came to them, spoken in a —Gussie Ross Jobe
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MYSTIC LIGHT
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“There is only one fare, but it may be used for
good or evil; and accaling to the motive behind it; s
and the use that is made of it, it becomes either blm :
or white."—Max Heindel;Teachings of an Initiate

HERE IS NO scHOOL as valuable as the
school of experience. Here you find a
those engaged men and women wt
are substantively helping the world. I-
is from this school that th@&eachers
choose their disciples, from amotigpse who are
interested in the history of the life of the planet ar
not merely in the concerns of one small society .
brotherhood.When you enter the school of the -
Teachers you begin to look at the life of mankir ™
in terms of the wholeYou are concerned with the
great events behind thdiscrete movements of , i\
mankind. You beginto direct your enegies and © Drawing, Leonardo da Vinci (1452-1519), Academy of Fine Arts, Venice
interests impersonally in relation to planetary life Canon of Proportions

Whether you look at life from the point of viewgqyrfold (the coss) and fivefold (the pentagram or star) man
of the artist, the scientist, or the mystic, when yiis inscribed in a citle. The pentagram is the figuof the

enter the field of practical magic you are of rlecemicrocosm. It denotes the spirit rising out of bondage to the

. X . animal natue to become the “bright and morning stait
sity bound to exercise one great function, the fémarks the location of five etheric centers otéowhose sepa

ulty of theWill. The man or woman who wants tation from their physical counterparts liberates the dowdly
achieve something along the path of inner develop

ment must regard as sin anything which misdirectsiples. The writer assumes that he is addressing

enegy or draws the mind away from the object inpersons who are interested in achieving somethi
view. Whatever you have made up your mind to danot merely in reading about spiritual growsiso,
in relation to your spiritual growth and develop we acknowledge the presence of an eternal pring
ment, it can only be necessary for you if it isnecple overshadowing our various bodies. Furthe
essary for collective humanityherefore you will more, we believe it is possible to achieve what an
regard in yourself as sin or weakness anythingccultist or mystic has already achieved, if we wil
which turns you from that self-appointed goal. = undertake to tread the thorny path of wisdom ste
Symbols are the outer expression of inner-prinby step. Now in this connection tker cle, the first
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symbol we shall considendicates the definition to the world that you are engaged upon some ta
of your taskYou are not to stray outside of the-cir of a spiritual nature.
cle you have made for yourseKll encroaching The light is at the same time your service t(
influences must be vigorously excluded. Nothindhumanity and that which you erect for the helping
must interfere with the circle, which is indicative of mankind is likewise your protectiofhe partie
of the limits of the work you have in viewWou ular arrangement of the light is symbolical of the
stand at the centre, and as the centre is at equal dect that certain conquests have been made oyer

elements within yourself.

L=

At the center of the circle At the center of the circle is to be found thg
- Altar, which each of us must erect for ourselveg;
IS t(_) be found the Altar’ for the external altars are only symbolic of certaif
which each of us must states of consciousnegs aspirants we are mem

erect for ourselves; for the bers of that mystical Church which forms the

Christ-body in humanity and every Church,
external altars are onIy whether mystical or physical, centers around this

symbolic of certain states Altar. The altar you erect in your meditation has t¢
of consciousness. conform to certain rules and regulations. Its height
will vary in accordance with your height—the height
tance from any part of the circumference, this{posiyou have attained in spiritual evolution, the point
tion is symbolical of the fact that you haveof consciousness you have reached on the path.
become, for the time being, perfectly poised and On and within this altar is kept everything tha
balanced, a difcult but necessary task. In theyou are to use in your magical operatiohere,
moments of meditation which precede action yopermanently before you, will be your obligation to
are one-pointed and you intend to maintain the pethe Highest you can conceive, so that when yqu
fect balance. look upon the altar you will be reminded of thaf
Picture yourself entering an inner room. Creat®bligation which you have voluntarily undertaken
an imaginary circleYou have put a definition

before youYou are in the centre of the magic-cir In the Christ drama the

cle, across the threshold of which you will allow .
nothing that can overcome you. nails take the place of the

If you are to be successful in your task, you hav Chain, but the sym bolism

to surround the circle with those necessary ele g jdentical. You will chain
ments which in all ceremonial magic have bee

found essential for accomplishmeatound the yourself to you_r obllgatlon
magic circle are placed lighted candles, sometime as the Christ was

nine, and sometimes seven, nine (with yourself i nailed to the Cross

the middle as the tenth) being the most complet

Consider the striking symbolism employed hereperhaps in ages gone, to commit your life angd
The material of which the candles were composeenepgies to the service of humanity in some way or
(tallow from fat) required the slaying of an animal.another It is probable that at the present stage of
Likewise, the light you will use derives from the development there is no one who takes an intergst
substance of the “animals” you have slain—youin this subject who has not, recently or long ago, in
thoughts of selfishness and pride, all the undesisome form or another pledged himself to the sef
able elements in your personaliyhen you ‘sac vice of the human race.

rifice” these desire and thought forms, you extract On theAltar are three important elements, sym
their enegies and they become the very lightbolized by certain instruments whiglill have to
which protects you, for this light stands as witnesbe used in your progress—thscourge, the
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Dagger and theChain. The Scouge is used for a
specific purpose and is symbolical of the fact the
you have at some time or another deserted yo
aspiration, you have wandered away in pursuit ¢
some personal interest and you are conscious
aware of it.You use the scoge to bring yourself
back to the centre and also to eliminate from yot
magic circle those elements which you know deflec
and deter from the realization of your purpose.
The Dagger symbolizes the fact that you will, if
necessarysacrifice your personal life in the cause
which you consider paramount. It is indicative O
your willingness to remove all personal considercj#
tions which hinder the carrying out of your obliga
tion. This does not of course mean your physice
life, but those personal considerations which limi
your attention to your primary aim and interfere:
from the globally human perspective you hav
adopted.
In the Christ drama the nails take the place of tF
Chain, but the symbolism is identicaou will
chain yourself to your obligation as the Christ wa
nailed to the Cross.
Also on théAltar is Oil, usually compounded of
myrrh, olive, cinnamon and galangdlhese oils
have the peculiar and significant characteristic ¢

Created by Ariel Agemian exclusively for the Confraternity of the Precious Blood

Anumber of articles in Catholic litgy are used for focusing
enegy and oganizing consciousnesAt the altar the ele

not homogeneously combining unless they are éments ae consecrated using the cup, book, and candles. Oj

perfectly pureThe oil is a symbol of aspiration (not shown), as chrism, is used in baptism, confirmation, an
and it is to be sprinkled over everything you dg@dination. Incense (symbolizing both prayers of power an
. . . .. ., purging fire), bell (Holy Spirit), priestlyabes (aura), bish
Every work must be anointed with this oil a_nd if itops 8miter (coona, spiritual attainment) aralso employed.
is not so anointed then you may know that it has tu
do with your personal aspirations only and notertain directions where others fail, and you feq
with the lager plan of mankind. self-satisfied and pleased with yourself. In orde
Another very important instrument is the wandghat the will may be éctive it must be rigid, and
symbolizingWill, and it is of no use if it wavers. if it has to “touch the stars” it must be firm and-sta
There must be established in the centre of yolnle at the base. Everything must be subordinate
being a certain polarity which is undeviating inthe spiritual will.
every circumstance of life. Remempto, in this There is only on&Vill in the universe and we in

connection, that the most dangerous obstaclesir ignorance pit our personal will against the

which the practical magician has to face are nevéddniversalWill. That Will is only concerned with
the most obvious ones. Humanity imposes -ordiuniversal principleswWe all know it. If we with
nary conventions; moralities change and vary idraw from personal considerations great peag
different countriesThese are not the things aboutfalls over us like a garment of beautyhen you
which you have to take great care. It is the subtlake every personal interest you can conceive ¢
dangers which become more powerful as the-aspgind lay it on the altar and say in that moment “Th
rant becomes more fettive and confidentAnd  will not mine be done,” then it is that the whole
pride can indeed be subtdou perhaps succeed in universe is yours. Egoity is obliterated and Deat
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itself is obliterated.We feel the pain of death changed colour if poison were put into

because we have the fear of the loss of “my ar them. This is wonderfully suggestive of
mine.” Cultivate the habit of overcoming obstacle the nature of the mystic cup of which we
all the time. Nurture a strong and fixed determir speak, for you have to see that no poison
tion to accomplish that which you have set ou enters because it is sacrosai¢hen the
do, and fan the little ember of will within you un disciple is able to drink the cup which
it becomes a great elggrable to carry you throug contains the full understanding of life, his
every dificulty. personal life is no mor&his mystic Cup
Many people have strong impulses today is constantly being replenished by the
cancel them out tomorrovétrength and weakne Dew of Immortality but man more often
alternate in us and that is why we are sofatef uses these waters to feed his animal
tive. Do not adopt any formula which suggests- nature than to refresh his soul.
you aim to accomplish the task »~ There is also th&word, but this is
becoming a magician at once, a novices instrument to be by-and-by
say to yourself, “I will establish laid aside, for it is not required in

current which will last through tt
ages so long as consciousn
requires a form to sustain it the
moment when nothing in life me

the marriage-chamberlt is an
instrument of magic which you are
allowed to use only in the name of
the King; to use it ééctively you
ters a bit to you, there will awak’ must wear th&€rown—that is, be i
that slumbering will which yo. tiated. It has its uses, however; it is the
have established when the chasm N FromLevis The Magical Riwal— SymIbol  of logic and reason and
seemed almost impassable. Ev(The swad of the spirit is the wok  analysis, and if you are to under
. . Thus out of the mouth of “one like untg .
an elementary a(;qualntanqe Wilihe Son of man” mceeds a sharp wo-Stand .complexny you mu;t use
the occult path will show this.  edge swat. This same swdrof truth analysis. But “those who live by
The Cup is a symbol which severs old loyalties that thelation- the sword shall perish by the
suggests various interpretationSNip with Christ may have prima. g\yord.” The Pentacle is the body
To the artistic imagination it the result of past causds.repre
evokes many ideas of beauBerhaps most sigrif sents the field of action.
icant is the cup in which the blood, and therefore The Lamp is always hung in the centre of the
the very Person of the Christ, is presented to tharcle from the roof, above all the instruments
communicantThere is also the cup of intoxication lighting the whole field of operations, and if you
which when drunk by the mystic opens the gatelook at it everything else is obliterateétbur con
way to the eternal glory and beauy the hour of sciousness is focussed on the light “which lightet
supreme initiation when the lifeblood of the initi every man coming into the world,” which shineg
ate is spilled in order that the essence of thaqually in every particle of substance throug
lifeblood may penetrate through the life of thewhich consciousness has been operating.
planet and make the world in which the inhabitants The Oil in the lamp is the oil which was in the
of the planet are engaged a little lightBnere is widow’s cruse and which replenished itself mirac
the Cup of the Holy Grail, full of the blood of ulously Suppose that in the conflict of life you are
many lives spent in the service of man. overcome in some form or another andyéiryour
The cups are to be found at every centre of thaspiration and obligation. Perhaps you have be¢n
body; for instance, the cup at the heart whicliorgetting for years and years and you are inclingd
receives those great egers which can be trans to think that you are so depraved that it is no uge
formed into spiritual vitality in the bodyrhere is making any more attempts. Just at the momept
a legend to the &fct that the oldvenetian glass when you are inclined to give up altogether the ol
worker made cups of glass so skillfully that theyof aspiration will bubble up in the lamp and the

-
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light will become bright again.

The Cross is the symbol of completion and is
worn by the King, the man who has attainéthen |
you have trodden the weary path to the very en
you finally realize that those joys which come tq
you through the avenue of the senses are evan
cent and that the initiate is the only man whd
knows what real joy is, for real joy can only be
understood and realized by the man who has co
quered himselfThe crown rests on a piece of red@#¥;
silk. This colour is a symbol of the glory of life.
The crown rests upon the life; it is impossible tc
pretend you have the crown if you have it nau
cannot pretend to be a king, that is, to have enter
the circle of Initiates who understand Life and itg
principles fully The crown of thorns is a crown of
radiance; the rays of light appear as thorns to tl
uninitiated.

TheRobe which the Initiate wears is symbolical
of the aura, and also of the silence and mystery
which his real work is enveloped, of the isolatio
of every mystical lifeThe true communion always
takes place in the inner chamber and there th e m
seamless robe of glory is worn which is the-gar Created by Ariel Agemian exclusively for the Confraternity of the Precious Blood
ment of the true initiate. The cown of thorns, “coonating” the aspirang earthly pilgrim-

Then there is th.amen, the breast plate of £a% T 2Tt B 8 i e S C s hei

righteousness. It is worn over the heart as protec

tion and is inset with many jewels which are callegrinciples in man. Everything you have acquired

“perfections.”The lamen indicates your work andall the powers for which you have fought, have t

also the stage you have reached in your inner lifdoe burnt up at the end, and only then will the
The Book of Life represents your destiny for imperfect elements which were put into the censg

this life. Everything you do, every struggle, everyat the beginning be transformed into the perfect.

aspiration has a cumulativefedt, and the writing Remember that if you seek to retain one singJe
n

in that book goes on unfailingly up to the very laspower for personal ends the struggle has to be
page. all over again.

TheBell rings at important points in the struggle We have briefly magis’ principal symbols and
and is a symbol of hope. In deep meditation, whemay now ask, why should men awdmen become
you have attained to any point of real concentrgpractical magicians? It is absolutelgcessary if the
tion, a bell-like sound gives forth a wonderfullyworld is to be transformed, the chemical elemen
harmonious vibration of peac&he bell may be transmuted. | am no pessimistin regard to man a
taken as indicative of a certain state of conseiousis possibilities. |1 have had glimpses of a deeps
ness attained when “the song in the heart” soundssion and | know that if we are faithful to these

forth. It signifies peace and power over all the disenduring principles of life and consciousness the

turbing elements. golden age will dawn for mankind, the Earth will
The Magic Fire is symbolized by the incense marry the Heavens and humarstypurpose on this

which is burnt in a censer on three legs which arplanet will be accomplished. O

emblematic of the triple flame, the three higher —C.R.T
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MYSTIC LIGHT

The Occult Basis of

Folk Stories
Including the Fairy Story

HAT GROWN-UP cannot &
look back to the keeng
enjoyment of folk stories@
and fairy stories in the days
of childhood? And many 5=
are glad even in mature years of the excuse ™
a juvenile audience to once again live throu’.
the thrills of climbing with the hero up thé
glass mountain, finding the hidden jewels
the bottom of the lake, or awakening the sleg
ing princessWhy have these tales persiste
through the centuries, becoming classics tE®
appear in every countrglothed often in dif ¢
fering verbiage and with trimmings accordi
to the customs of the country in which they &
told, but always having at the heart the sar .
. Radiance
idea? While animals in folk tales and fablegduently personify specific
To the student of occult truths the answerhuman qualities, the horse is oft@presentative of intelligence due

evident.To him these truths project themselv¢to the extension of its vital body well beydhd dense physical in
out of many of the classics of all the arts: t|the headegion. The unicorn is emblematitboth sublimity and the

. " marvelous and extradmary in natue by virtue of its horn or clair
Wagner operas; some of the Shakespeygyant “third eye.”

plays; the Bible; the Hindu Puranas; tfexlas;
the Greek myths; the poems of Milton, Dantecan be found in every nation, civilized or barbarig.
Goethe, and others; statuapaintings, architec The brothers Grimm, Hans Christigknderson,
ture, carvings; ancient hieroglyphs of Egypt; theand Andrew Lang have handed down to us-pre
round towers of Ireland; Druid ruins and moundscious truths hidden in glittering spangles that eve
All these are as an open book in simple language #@itract and fascinat@’hese writers should early
the earnest student of the teachings as given by thave a place in the growing library of every child
Elder Brothers of the race. and at a suitable age it should be pointed out to the

Of them all the fairy storyperhaps, demands child what such stories really are: not mere fig
first attention, because it reaches the mind in itsients of the imagination designed solely to entef
formative yearsThe fairy storyas we have it today tain, but caches for vital truth$his will make it
in America, is based on remnants of folklore thaeasier for the child to be attracted later to the deeger

wod eiasnuenbe mmm

Detail. Courtesy of the artist, Annie Lauro
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philosophical teachings of mystifl
wisdom. It will help safeguard itF===
against any wave of materialism ¢
skepticism that may come later
Folk and fairy stories were not corg®
cocted for physical children but fofg
mental children: children of the race
humanity when it was youn@.hey
were originally given by great spiritu
al leaders, who stayed close @&
humanity at the daybreak of ment;
life so that when humanity returned 3
sunset to its Fatherhouse after jour
neying afarit would not have found
the way too hardAs these spiritual
leaders retired more and more frol
active involvement in humanfafrs, = % : o — , ~ , ¢ il
. R . Oil on canvas (c. 1862) by Gustave Doré (1833-1883) to illustrate Little Red Riding Hood in Perrault's Fairy Realm,
the esoteric basis fOIj folk SFor'es WEA muted version of the demonic or evil is embodied in the wolf whose wiles (p
forgotten and humanity retained soning as grandmother or sheep or even giimn angel) may deceive tignorant.
fetching remnants of fantasyor
“fairy tale” is now synonymous with what is fanci every human may tread, nayust sooner or later
ful and “make believe.Yet the sweet kernels of seek, or be left behind; that the treading of thi
nourishing truth remain in the folk narrative await path from the very entrance is fraught with test
ing discoveryfor there are still child minds in adult and disciplines and overcomings and gloriou
bodies all over the globe, and there are adult mindsnunciations and sacrifices—with growth ag
in child bodies which these stories can greatly bemeward at every successful step of the \vitag the
efit by awakening and nurturing the imaginativeFathets way of bringing His children home to
faculty and by painting word pictures of thegor  Him, rich in understanding of others because ¢
ten whole man. their own experiences, so that they may help th
“It is perpetually a truth,” says Herbert Spencerbackward ones.
“that accumulated facts lying in disorder begin to This hypothesis of initiation runs through all
assume some order if an hypothesis be throwiolk stories, no matter in what country or languag
among them.This principle is followed by scien they appearegardless of minor interpolations ang
tists when they have no antecedents from which @dditions. In the tales we clearly see an outline ¢
work and they wish to find a base or an underlying traveler on this path of initiation and the vicissi
law. Therefore we shall be strictly scientific in tudes that beset him on that path; the temptation
applying an hypothesis to the seemingly disorthe struggles in darkness with the goal at time
dered facts of folk and fairy stories to see if we camdiscernible or seemingly fgotten; the illusions
make some order out of them. In fact, we shalbf the lower mind and the senses, which beckon
“throwv among them” two hypotheses. Note theriraitorous wills-o’-the-wisp to deflect the traveler
that they immediately begin to assume definitérom the narrow and rugged path of his choice.
forms, much as do pieces of colored glass when The soul itself is this travelefrue, all will in
turned in a kaleidoscop&/hen we have finished, time reach the Fathesrhouse and journey on with
we shall have a beautiful pattern, and it will ordeHim to other lands, but it ordinarily takes aeons o
and find common terms for all these tales. time. Those who elect to complete the journey in
The first hypothesis is that there is a path of inivery much shorter time are said to be traveling th
tiation into the spiritual mysteries of life which path of initiation.They are able to reach out a hanc

s
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and help those who may be lost on the longe
darker journey Some who start on this “straight
and narrow path,” as Jesus called it, grow wea
and fall back; but those who persist past a certa
point begin to see afarfad dim, shadowy radiance
that presages a brilliance, ariuigence, that they
must at all hazards reach. Many of us have take
some of the minor initiations, returning again an¢ &
again to continue the journey after the rest betweg,
efforts when we paused to assimilate our successg
and make provisions for overcoming the failures.

Symbols, the visible figures for invisible facts,
occur again and again in folk and fairy stories, jus
as they do in the Bible and the Scriptures of a
other root religionsThey constitute a regular code,
so that the reader with the key may open the jnne
secret meaning. Material objects frequently used
a symbolic sense include watsymbolical of the
desire nature; material riches, denoting the phys
cal nature; the stepmother and sometimes t
witch (the latter even occurring in the Bible), who
hamper and restrict the neophyte until he oeve . - ;
comes themThey designate the restrictions of €les !lustration for The Sleeping Beauty in Perrault's Fairy Realm, Gustave Doré (1833-1883)
tiny, the debt under natural lathe debit account The old woman (witch), the folk form of ecoding angel,

. ‘weaves aegcod of our acts which bind us to a seleated
which m_ust t_)e_balance_d, whether the account Wigestiny (karma) 6m which we awake tugh self-
opened in this incarnation or a past one.

The good fairy is benefic destinglthough we Many tales recount the three or severiidift
know that even our so-called malefic destiny istasks to be performed before the candidate can
after all, merely a prod to push us on to the righteceive the reward.hese appear to symbolize cer
way and so is really benefic. But the good fairy igain stages on the path of initiatiofhere is also
our credit side of the account, and appears often frequent mention of shoes and boots and feet ahd
get us out of a tight place, just as she does in theotsteps, as Hop Gy Thumb’s seven league
fairy stories.Then there are the three and semeboots and Cinderella’slipper In the Bible we find
times seven brothers (or sisterBese symbolize Jesus washing the feet of the disciples, an act jof
the (three) physical, desire, and mental natures twly service, also the caution to remove the-san
bodies, and the seven sheaths of the ego or tdals when on holy grountfhe astrological student
seven planes which it must mastEne marriage and the Mason should both readily recognize th(s
with the prince or princess describes the union adymbol but, alas, they seldom dbhis foot and
the lower with the higher self. shoe symbol is an intensely interesting and impoy

Recall in Christian scriptures the account of theant one. In one sense it may be taken as the sym
marriage of Cana and the turning of water intdol of service; lowly derings to humankind with
wine. Recall alséladdin’s lamp and the statement out material return. Service is the first step on the
of the Christ that if the eye be single, the wholgath; it opens the door to it.
body will be full of light. Truly, when the single In this brief catalogue of symbols let us not-for
eye in the center of the head is lighted with the otjet the tree which appears in so many wondeér
of transmuted sex force, one can be transportadles, also in the BibleThere is the tree from
where he will, and great riches are his—soul richesvhich Cinderella asked her father to bring her

ovaoming.
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sprig, to which she prayed in secret three times @inderella asks that her father bring her a sprig
day Other tree symbols are the great forest whicfrom the first tree that brushes his he@ldus she
swallowed up Hansel and Gretel, the Babes in thgrays for wisdom to guide her rather than for matg
Wood; the marvelous bean stalk up which Jackal riches for the lower nature. She chooses the
climbed to slay the giant (his lower nature); thanore permanent riches of the higher life, enduring
single tree that sang to the orphaned girl; the-vinghe taunts and derision of her sisters for so doing.
yard mentioned by the Christ; the tree in the gartOn receiving the bough she visits it in secret thrge
den of Eden; the tree of life; the tree of wisdom—times a day and asks it to rain down on her the ngc
wisdom culled from the experiences of many livegssary patience and wisdom; the latter being the
stored in the tree of the physical bpdjrose trunk wisdom from many past lives stored-up in the-treg
is the spine and whose branches are the brain asdre house of the soul.
nervous system. Here are shown the three stages on the path, gnd
Consider the fish, birds, and serpents that appenote that they are secret, as are ever the journeying
again and again in both the religious and seculand promotions of a candidate. He does not prp
claim his mission to the world except in very rarg¢

When we experience difficul- instances when he has been chosen to carry to the

. . world a light from the Elder Brothers, but he
ties, Seemmgly through the stands out in an unmistakable way and bears every

acts of another, it is because evidence of having support back of him. He seeks

we have earned it. and that no glory or powerHe is in the world, patient and
’ tolerant and understanding of it, but not of it. He

other is S|mp|y the means by has a goal and he knows it, while others do nat.
which we receive our due. This would be symbolized by Cindereiasecret
comings and goings to the ball, made possible hy
allusions to the human bade find the bird sym her fairy godmothether benefic destiny
bol in the cultural imaginations of all peoples, Then we see the setback. On the third night she
from the Aztec andToltec ruins of South and disobeys and overstays her time (many a candidate
CentralAmerica, among native NortAmericans on the path has stumbled at the third initiatiory,
as far a®\laska, as well as in Europgsia,Africa  through disobedience to his own higher self). Bu
and Australia. The form varies from the crudest it was the slipperthe symbol of service, that even
rock carving to the skilled artistry on thdigy of tually united her to the prince, the higher self
the Egyptian initiate, which bears the serpentService heaped high balanced the mistake of a later
symbol of the creative or sex force, and the falcortime. The slipper would fit none other than its
whose soaring flight indicates that the wearer hadwner because one cannot possibly reap the
soared above the limitations of the serpent; in otheeward of anothetbe that reward painful or pleas
words, he had raised the creative force up and usadt. When we experience difulties, seemingly
its oil to light the lamp in the upper champiirus  through the acts of another is because we have
producing true or positive clairvoyance. earned it, and that other is simply the means hy
The story of Cinderella and the Glass Slippewhich we receive our due.
clearly presents the initiation story and will serve Over the centuries of telling this tale, like many
to illustrate our first hypothesis. Cinderella, theothers, has been embellished by accounts of the
soul on the path, is relegated to a lowly position oéctivities of nature spirits or elementalBheir
servitude and abuse by the stepmqthecessity antics add zest and virility to the tale, insuring it$
while the two sisters, the physical and desirédongevity This brings us to our second hypothesig,
natures, torment heHer fatherthe source of the namely that the invisible world around us is peo
soul, promises her a gift as he leaves for a journegled with invisible creatures, most commonly
While the two sisters crave material richescalled fairiesAccounts of the pranks and aid fen
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dered by these invisible creatures appear in tt
myths, tales, and fables of all natiohge know B
them by many names, the most familiar being
elves, trolls, fays, goblins, nixies, banshees, Mo
people, and little peopl&hey have even crept into
American literature in the very popular form of
Palmer Cox browniesand Rose O’Neils kew
pies In the Jewish Kabala nature spirits wereg
known under the general namesbiedinandklip-
poth, and were divided into four classeBhe
Persians called thedevs the Greekslemonsand
the Egyptiansfrites

lamblichus, the great thagist of the Neoplatonic
school, taught that nature spirits appear to us
reality,. Many poets mention them, including:
Longfellow, the initiate who wrote the Shakespeart
plays, andWilliam Bulter Yeats. Yeats divides =
them into three classes: the evil forces or dark fol
the elementals, who have no sense of right ¢
wrong—no moral nature as we would say; and t
angels or devas. Many of the Irish see them qui
commonly; the man in the throes of delirium
tremens sees the most terrible of them as his alg
hol exhalations attract the lowest; and many-chi
dren see them, but are soon ridiculed into dismis
ing and fogetting them.

Many are qUICk to deny What they dO nOt UHd.e Painted by J. Augustus Knapp for Manly Hall's The Secret Teachings of All Ages,
stand and maintain there can be no such thin Magician Invoking Elementals
while with the next breath they speak of the hand Standing in his foutiered magic cicle, the magician sum
work or grandeur of nature. But what do we meamons the fashioners of naés forms fom their espective
aher, we say nalureBie mean the mytad mani B et o w7 St S/, P
Le:vtvaitéot?]z t%co?lfgczvc?r;k;ﬂghg‘ d,:és G‘ggvoefr;ﬁ‘r;]is (light ether) and salamandersofn fire (reflecting ether).
below Him a vast graded hierarchy to execute Hisummoned torments goads him to change his mgn
law: cherubim and seraphim, elohim, archangeldal patterns and call by thoughts of kindness, amity
and angels; hosts of shining ones, grade upon grapatience and fgiveness the agents of constructive
of messengers, from lofty and inconceivably gloriforces. Thus does even destruction clear the waly
ous Beings down to tiny nature spirits thajamize for mighty building, and all is good after all.
the elements around usll live and advance their  These elemental forces gather up our unutterg¢d
evolution through taking part in the execution ofprayers, which all acts of service are, and carfy
cosmic tasks and the administration of divine justhem to thel'hrone of Grace, whence they return tq
tice. They obey our thoughts, whether constructiveis as showers of blessings., @s the result of
or destructive, for it is a law that man is the ruler ofhoughts of angerunkind criticism, or injurious
his own destinyThus when he thinks destructively actions, these beings return our expressions in kind
he summons these elemental forces of destructi@mnd we are plunged into the depths of soriidvey
and they obligingly destroy his health, successyre the keepers of life'records; it is they who
happiness, and hope, until the very agony of thewrite our names in th&reat Book they guide us
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to the nation, race, and family of our earningwave, rain, or dewSylphs, said to be the most
they stir up cyclones and floods, build mightypowerful nature spirits, disport themselves in
oaks and design velvety pansid@$ey translate gentle, cooling zephyr or a sudden devastatin
our negativity into pests and vermin which preytornado.They are sculptors of aibe it jet stream
upon us—all strictly upon our own orders. or ephemeral pt@if Salamanders are custodians
The fairies in the Cinderella tale are of a lesseand builders of flame and fire, be it lightning or
order, evolving creatures with a definite place inVulcan’s furnace. Each of these classes i
the economy of the universe with a definite goapresided over by devas or angels. It is to theg
ahead of them.They never become human,beings that one addresses requests for rain or
although in the exquisitely beautiful story calledabatement of the wind.
“Undine” that does happeithis classic from the  Materialism and skepticism have blunted mod
German was filmed some years ago, and the woern sensibilities to the finer vibrations of the
der is that more of the fairy stories of this sort aretheric dimension and its denizens It is imposs
not shown instead of repugnant sex dramas. Bble to satisfy the demand of the “prove-it-to-me’
people get what they ask for mentality since it lacks and scorns the existenc
Nature spirits may be divided into four classespf the perceptual refinement that makes the el
one assigned to each of the foalements mental world and the higher worlds evident
Gnomes work in the earth or soil, forming rocksPatience, poise, and a turning of the conseiou
alloying metals, and crafting precious stonesness inward will prove these things to each i
They shape mountains and plains, shore lines anldeir time, as they elect. On the occult path a
deserts. Undines live in every drop of water angroof is personal only O
account for all watery phenomena, be it a tidal —Amelia Brooks Chase

THE ROSICRUCIAN COSMO-CONCEPTION

By Max Heindel

his book gives a complete outline of WesternWisdomTeachings as far as it

may be made public at the present time. It contains a comprehensive outline of
the evolutionary processes of man and the universe, correlating science with
religion. The author received thiseaching personally from
the Rosicrucian Brotherhood.

THE ROSICRUCIAN
COSMO-CONCEPTION

This is the textbook used in the Rosicrucian
Philosophy Correspondence Cour se.

PART ONE: A treatise on theVisible and InvisibleWorlds, Man and the
Method of Evolution, Rebirth and the Law of Cause arfddtf

PART TWO: Covers the scheme of Evolution in general and in particular the §
Evolution of the Solar System, the Earth, and its Humanity

PART THREE: Treats of Christ and His Mission, Future Development of Man andl Pl Use Order F
Initiation, EsotericTraining, a Safe Method éicquiring First-hand ease Use Urder Form
Knowledge, Christian Rosenkreuz and the Rosicrucian Order on page 64

NEW HARDCOVER EDITION: 717 pages, including a 100-p&dehabetical Index and a 60-pagepical index
PAPER EDITION: 610 pages with 60-pagepical Index. Published bijhe Rosicrucian Fellowship.
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MAX HEINDEL'S MESSAGE

FTER THE trans
figuration scene,
when the Christ
and His disciples
were making ready
to descend from the Mount, the filled with knowledge concerning the being or thing at which we a

latter would fain have stayed

and suggested making dwelling to us from heaven than to set down the experiences we encountg
places so that they might remain.

This was not permitted, howeyer
for there was work to do in the
world which would have remained
undone had their plan been car
ried out.

The Mount ofTransfiguration
is the “Rock ofTruth,” where
the freed spirit may behold the
eternal realities.There in the
great now (the past symbolized
by Moses and Elijah) the
prophets of the ancient dispen
sation met Christ, the ruler of
the Kingdom which was to
come. Every spirit who is per
mitted to behold the supernal
splendors of this celestial realm,

to hear the sublime strains of the that service is the standard of true greatness. O

Why the Truth Seeker Must Live

In the World

harmony of the spheres, and to view the wonderful colorplay whi
accompanies the music, is likewise loath to les¥ere it not that we
seem to lose our form and personality and encompass this wh
realm within ourselves, we should probably not have the strength
return to earth, but this feeling that we retain “heaven within”-fort
fies us when it is time to again turn our gaze outward and attend
the work in the world.

Objects in the physical world always hide their inward nature
construction; we see only the surface. In the Dealoeld we see
objects outside ourselves, inside and out, but they tell nothing
themselves or the life that ensouls them. InAhghetypal Region
there seems to be no circumference, but wherever we direct
attention, there is the center of all, and our consciousness is at g

looking. It is easier to catch in a phonograph the tone which con

that realm, for there are no words adequate to express them; all
can do is to try to live them.

But to live them, however imperfectlwe must be in the world,
we have no right to remain secluded with the truth we have four
That is the great lesson taught when Siegfried leaves his beloved
must not remain. Life is a constant flux; stagnation is the cardir
sin, for new experiences are the very life breath of progress. If
have found truth, it is our bounden duty to seek also a field wherg
may be of useAnd according to our judgment in that mateand the
diligence wherewith we plant and watesill be our harvest.
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This is a matter we should each carefully consider: “What use am

I making of the teachings | receiveé®e may be dfin the mountain

in dreamland, though we live in a gignd as deaf to the cry for light
which sounds in our very ears as if the seeker were thousands
miles away Unless we give out by our lives—which speak louds
than words—the truth we have found, we incur a heavy respensil
ity, “for unto whom much is given, of him shall much be required
Let us remember that “Knowledge peth up, but love edifieth,” and
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READERS’ QUESTIONS

The Tree of Life, Earthbound Spirits,
Proof of the Master, Co-lnherence, Deformities

THE “T REE OF LIFE” Brothers to allow us to help with this work at night

uestiont In the Bible mention is made when we are out of our bodies in sleep.
of aTree of Life, but the meaning of the Howevey we do not think we should worry
term is not made cleawill you please about earthbound spirits while there is so much

tell me just what th@&ree of Life is? suffering with us right here in the physical world to
Answer: An etheric ogan is being built in the be alleviated. If we do our full share in reducing

spine, throat, and head of each individual by théhe sorrow sufering, and evil of this world, we

unused sex force and by servide. the spiritual shall by so doing save many souls from bein
sight this ogan appears like the stem of a flowerearthbound after death, for it is usually the destru
ascending from the lower part of the trunk, thdive emotions of hate and bitterness which hold
blossom beginning in the throat and unfolding irspirit earthbound.

the headThe function of this gyan is the genera

tion of vital force; and this force will renew the PROOF OF THE MASTER

vital body which sustains the physicalganism, Question In one of Max Heinde$ lessons he

and thereby overcome deaftherefore this gran mentions that nothing can equal the joy of a pupj
is symbolically called thd@ree of Life, and when When first he hears the voice of the Master wh
humanity is taught how to use it there will be ngcomes to help him, and that once heard there [is
death. It is truly a creative gan, capable of speak nothing the pupil will not do in his fefrts to obey
ing the word of life and powefhe fruit of the the commands of that voic®ill you please tell

O]

0 =

Tree of Life therefore is immortality me if it is possible for an evil entity to imitate the
Masterts voice and control a person through the
HELPING EARTHBOUND SPIRITS attraction that voice has for him?
Question Please tell me if there is any way inAnswer: No, it is not possible for an evil entity to
which one can help earthbound spirits. imitate the voice of the Mastebut it is possible

Answer: All we can do for earthbound spirits is to that a too-eager individual, overanxious to contagt
send them thoughts of love. It is for them to learthe Mastermay think that the voice of an evil entity
the lesson which it is meant they should learn i the voice of the Mastenever having heard the
purgatory but if they are refusing to learn it andlatter, and being therefore unable to judge
consequently remain earthbound, there is nothinghere is, howeverno chance for mistaking the
we can do except to pray for them and love themdentity of theTeacher when he comes, if we heed
Those who are conscious out of the body are inthe warnings given us by that great Initiate, Ma
position to help by reasoning with these earthHeindel. The Teacher never appears to the grea
bound individuals, but most of us must be contennajority of students until they are on the thresh
with the method of prayer and trust to the Eldepld of Initiation. When he appears he gives

—
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unquestionable proof to the neophyte that he |
indeed theleacherfor he demonstrates his identi

ty and authority through arousing the Jupiterial
picture consciousness in the aspirant, which is ¢
convincing that it dispels all doubt from his mind.

DIFFERENT SUBSTANCES OCCUPY THE
SAME SPACE AT THE SAME TIME

Question According to your literature | get the
idea that etherdesire stuf and mind stufcan all
occupy the same space as physical subst#ide.
you please explain how this is possible?
Answer: Your idea is correct, with one exception
to be noted laterThe diference between these
grades of substance and physical matsryou
will note from theCosmo-Conception, consists in
a difference of inclination of the axes of atoms an
a different rate of vibrationThe result is that the
vibrations of these higher substances and those
higher physical matter do not interfere with eacl
other in the slightest degree and therefore the
things may occupy the same physical space at t

Approaches

When thou turn’st away from ill,
Christ is this side of thy hill.

When thou turnest toward good,
Christ is walking in thy wood.

When thy heart says, “Father, pardon!”
Then the Lord is in thy garden.

When stern Duty wakes to watch,
Then His hand is on the latch.

But when Hope thy song doth rouse,
Then the Lord is in the house.

When to love is all thy wit,
Christ doth at thy table sit.

When God's will is thy heart’s pole,
Then is Christ thy very soul.

—George MacDonald

same time.

Another way of looking at it is that on the higher
planes time and space do not exist, or are practhat with the assistance of the angels we build the
cally nonexistent.Therefore the peculiarities of archetype of our physical body in the Region of
physical matter which require it to have physicalConcreteThought, and according to that archetyp¢
space in which to manifest, do not apply to theur physical body grows. If this be true, why are sp
higher grades of substancEhe exception men many children deformed? Surely no one wants |a
tioned above is that of glass in connection withmisshapen body
ether Ether cannot pass through glass, and an entijnswer: Life is a succession of days in Ged’
clothed with a body of ether cannot pass througfreat school, during each of which the individual i
glass.The reason is that ether is in reality a fineccontinually reaping according to the acts done i
grade of physical matter although extremely-rariprevious lives. During each life many karmic debt
fied. This means that the inclination of the axes ofire contracted, and in succeeding lives they must
its atoms is stiiciently near that of physical atoms all be paid. Ordinarily each individual inhabits ag
so that they conflict and prevent interpenetrationgood a physical body as he is able to build. If f
Another illustration of the above is that glass ichild has a deformed body it is due to the fact th{t

"

used for insulators on telegraph poles and electrihe mistakes of the preceding life prevented the
cal transmission lines. Electricity is a vibration inconstruction of a perfect archetype, and that arch
the ether; and since ether cannot travel throudiype therefore had lines of weakness which- prg
glass, insulators made of glasteefually keep the duced the physical deformityPhysical indul
electricity traveling along the wire and prevent itgences of passion in one life react on the mental
from escaping to nearby conducting media. state in later existences, and abuse of the mental
powers in one life leads to physical disabilities
THE REASON FOR DEFORMITIES such as deformity and impairment of speech, i
Question The Rosicrucian Philosophy teachedater existences. O

>
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WESTERN WISDOM BIBLE STUDIES

CREATION

Part 5—Conclusion

we find that the two Creation stories ik’
hamonize very well. One deals with
Form,which was built up through miner

humanlast. The other tells us that the Life which now
ensouls human forms was manifested anterior to t
Life which ensouls the forms of the other kingdoms

One of these accounts of Creation would not ha
been sufcient. There are important particulars hid
den behind the narrative of mancreation in the
second chapterThe seventh verse reads: “Theng
Jehovah formed man from the dust of the Earth, a
blew into his nostrils the breathgphesh and man
became a breathing creatureghesh chayipd

In other places in the King James versiephesh 3z
is translated “life,” but in this particular instance S
(Gen. 2:17) it is rendered “living soul,” thus con SH¢
veying the idea that there was a distinction madg
between the life that ensouled the human form a
that which ensouled inferior creatioriere is no
authority whatever for this ddrence in translation,
which is purely arbitraryThe life-breath rjephesh R s b e e
is the same in man and beakhis can be shown R R NS i NET eI IEE TR TN Ao
even to those who stand firmly upon the Bible a The Creation of Eve

authority for even the King James version distinct Humanity originally hermaphodite, was physically separated
into two genders, éeing one half of the eative foce for

|Y_ states (Eccles. 3:19, 20): “... as the one dieth, ¢specializing a brain for sense-based thinking and a larynx.
dieth the other; yea, they ahave one breath

(nephesh so that man hath no preminence above way described in this seventh verse of the second

a beast...All go unto one place.” chapter of Genesis, and that he could have received
The animals are but our “younger brothers,” andt in no other wayit is pertinent to ask where and
though they are now so finelyganized, they will how woman received her soul.
eventually reach a state as high as our own, and weThe meaning of the chapt@nd of the inspiration
shall then have ascended still higher of the breath of life by Jehovah, is very plain ang
If it is contended that man received his soul in thelear when we use the occult kétyhas the further
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and immense advantage of being logiddle fact
that the regent of the Moon (Jehovah), with Hi
angels and archangels, was the principal in th
action fixes the time when this creation occurred.
was between the early and the middle parts of tl
Lemurian Epoch, and must have been after t
Moon was thrown out from the Earth, becaus
Jehovah had nothing to do with the generation |
bodies before the Moon was throwri. dfhe forms
were then more etheredlhere were no dense and
concrete bodies. It is possible to make such bodi
only by means of the hardening and crystallizin
Moon-forces. It must have been in the first half o
the Lemurian Epoch, because the separatiaheof
sexes, which is recordéater, took place in the mid
dle of that Epoch. ;
At that time man-in-the-making had not yet com§
menced to breathe by means of lungs. He had f
gill-like apparatus still present in the human embryf#*
while passing through the stage of antenatal life cc
responding to that Epoch. He had no warm,
blood, for at that stage there was n¢ e
indwelling individual Spirit. The entire form was o e B e e et s
soft and pliable and the skeleton was soft like cart The Creation ofWoman
lage. By the time the skeleton had grown firm anu
solid, it became necessary to separate humanity inBible and both agree with the teaching of moderp
sexes.The work done by Jehovah was to buildscience that man was bisexual at one time, before he
dense, hard bone substance into the soft bodiegeveloped one sex at the expense of the .other
already existing. Before this time, i.e., during thecorroboration of this, it is pointed out that the foetu
Polarian and Hyperborean Epochs, neither animé@ bisexual up to a certain point; thereafter one sgx
nor man had bones. predominates, while the other remains in abeyange,
The grotesque and impossible manner in whicko that eaclperson still has thepposite sex
the separation of the sexes is said to have beemgans inrudimentary form andherefore is
accomplished (as described in the common versiomeally bisexual, as was primitive man.
of the Bible and, in this particular case, in the Apparently the Bible narrator does not wish tg
Masoretic text also) is another example of what magive, in this second creation account, an accurate
be done by changing vowels in the old Hebrew texpicture of the whole of evolution, but rather to-par
Read in one waythe word is “rib” (sad; but in ticularize a litle more what was said in the first
anothey which has at least as good a claim to-conchapter He tells us that man did not always breath
sideration, with the additional advantage of beingis he does now; that there was a time when he was
common sense, it reads “sidds€lg). If we inter  not separated into sexes; and that it was Jehovgh
pret this to mean that man was male-female and thaho efected the change, thus fixing the time of the
Jehovah caused one side or sex in each being docurrenceAs we proceed, it will be found that
remain latent, we shall not be doing violence to oumuch further information is given.
reason, as we would by accepting the “rib” story During the earlier Epochs and Periods the great
When this alteration is made, the occult teachingreative Hierarchies had worked upon humanity gs
as previously given harmonizes with that of that was unconsciously evolvinghere had been only
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beings; one Group Spirit for all mankind, as it were |

In the Lemurian Epoch a new step was taker
Bodies had been definitely formed, but they mus
have warm, red blood before they could be ensoule
and become the abode of indwelling Spirits. .-'i';',c-:
nature no process is sudd&ve would get a wrong il
idea were we to imagine that air blown into the-nosjiiii
trils could put a soul into an image of clay and galf
vanize it into life as a sentient, thinking being. ,

The individual Spirit was very weak and impotent
and quite unfitted for the task of guiding its dense
vehicle. In that respect it is not yet very stromg.
any qualified observeit is evident that the desire §
body rules the personality more than does the Spir
even at our present stage of advancement. But in t
middle of the Lemurian Epoch, when the lower-per
sonality—the threefold body—was to be endowel
with the light of the Ego, the latteif left to itself,
would have been absolutely powerless to guide i
instrumentTherefore it was necessary for someon
much more highly evolved to help the individualj . :
Spirit and gradually prepare the way for its eom s IGRRTE F A P Ly i
plete union with its instruments. It was analogous t The Archangel Michael

: : i This bust of the @hangel includes his symbolic attributes:
a new nation, over which, until it becomes Capablthe messenger staff and the transpant orb surmounted by

of forming a stable government for itself, SOME4 cross. The inscription to either side of the head states that
stronger power establishes a protectorate, guardiiMichael is “the Geat Leader of the Celestial Cohorts.”

it alike from external dangers and internal indiscre
tions. Such a protectorate was exercised over evoltFear not, Daniel: for from the first day that thou
ing humanity by the Race Spirit, and is exercisedidst set thine heart to understand, and to chasten
over the animals by the Group Spirit, in a somewhahyself before thy God, thy words were heard, and
different way am come for thy words. But the prince of the king
Jehovah is the Most High. He is Race-God, as orgom of Persia withstood me one and twenty day
might express it, having dominion over all form. Hebut, lo, Michael, one of the chief princes, came to he
is the Chief Ruler and the highest Power in mainme; and | remained there with the kings of Persia.
taining the form and exercising an orderly govern After he explains to Daniel what is to happen,th
ment over it.The Archangels are the Race Spirits,Archangel says: “Knowest thou wherefore | cam
each having dominion over a certain group of-peaunto thee? and now will | return to fight with the
ple. They also have dominion over animals, whileprince of Persia: and when | am gone forth, lo, th
theAngels have dominion over the plants. prince of Grecia shall come...and there is none that
In the tenth and eleventh chapters of Daniel waoldeth with me in these things, but Michael youf
are given an insight into the workings of the invisi prince.” The Archangel also says: “In the first year
ble government of the Race Spirits, the powersf Darius the Mede, even | stood to confirm and tp
behind the throne. Daniel is much disturbed irstrengthen him.”
Spirit; he fasts, for fully three weeks, praying for The Archangels have dominion over races of
light, and at the end of that time &nchangel, a groups of people and also over the animals, for the
Race Spirit, appears before him and addresses hitwo kingdoms have desire bodies and th

one common consciousneamong ALL human -;‘(-
e
|
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Archangels are expert architects of desire matt
because in the Sun Period the densest globe W
composed of that material, and the humanity of thg
Period, who are nowrchangels, learned to build
their densest vehicles of desire staf we are now
learning to build our bodies of the chemical-ele
ments whereof our Earth-globe is compog§éuis it
will be readily understood that thachangels are
peculiarly qualified to help later life waves through
the stage where they learn to build and control
desire body

For analogous reasons tagels work in the
vital bodies of man, animal, and plafheir densest
bodies are composed of ether and so was the Glo
D in the Moon Period when they were human.

Jehovah and hisrchangels, therefore, hold a sim
ilar relation to Races that the Group Spirit does t
animals.When individual members of a Race have
evolved entire self-control and government, they af
emancipated from the influence of the Race Spir
and kindred beingd-he Ego works directly through
the bloodThe Race Spirit guides the Races by work
ing in the blood, as the Group Spirit guides the an
mals of its species through the blood. So also does {
Ego control its own vehicles, but with afdifence.

The Ego operates by means of theat of the
blood, while the Race (i.e., tribal, or family) Spirit
works by means of the aias it is drawn into the
lungs. That is why Jehovah, or His Messengerg
“breathed into mas’ nostrils,” thereby securing
admission of the Race Spirit, community-spirits, etc|

Before the advent of Jehovah, when the Earth wg
yet a part of the Sun, there was one common Grol
Spirit, composed of all the creative Hierarchies
which controlled the entire human famiBut it was
intended that each body should be the temple a
pliable instrument of an indwelling Spirit, and that
means an infinite division of rulership.

Jehovah came with Hi&ngels andArchangels
and made the first great division into Races, givin
to each group the guiding influence of a Rac
Spirit—an Archangel. For each Ego He appointed
one of theAngels to act as guardian until the indi
vidual Spirit had grown strong enough to becom
emancipated from all outside influenc&his
occurred in thétlantean Epoch. H

—NMax Heindel

Teachings of
an Initiate

by Max Heindel

TEACHINGS OF
AN INITIATE

eachings of an Initiatecontains some of
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Unfoldment

The New Sense of the New Age
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ASTROLOGY

malmina. onmmng. o2

The Autumn & w,»
Equinox '
|ts Spiritual Significance

N ALL ANCIENT RELIGIONS the /s

four solar festivals marking the sen’@ .

equinoctial and solstitial points in the

zodiac have always been consider¢

holy seasons. In approaching this stu¢:
therefore we are not learning a new faith, \
only relearning a very old one.

In early Egypt these festivals were celebre
ed with great pomp and pageantry and in t
impressive processionals the priests carried
holy books of astrologyrhese priests taughw &
that both Libra and Scorpio were signs of th¥,
autumn equinox. Souls, according to thes. ™y
belief, descended through the serpent, to Ji.‘x’%{

#

! o b 7T )
regenerated at the vernal equinox by the pOV(a‘hnuu.- —— - 3 /jg. ANaT50
of the Lamb, which is a close approximatioly e et B : ,‘? Eum;g;‘&ﬁ;ﬂg
we note, to our present Christian teaching. Mauatlia o 2% datlammanca o

P 9 e AINeNANINGS, 3 AR P e Sommonana, 3

In Egypt! the Orlgln Of eVil was alSO ascr_.ibed v From the Trés Riches Heures of Jean, duc de Berry (1340-1416), Musée Condé, Chantilly, France
the autumn equinox. It was held that as this sea Anatomical Man
ushered in the cold and darkness of the wister zodiacal Man is cicumscribed by a mandorla of signs for the solar
it also brought temptation and sin unto man.  year Corresponding to and ruling parts of the human anatahese

All peoples have worshiped a god who«Whimsically-placed sun symbols include the lamb/r&sting on the

head, the bull behind the neck, the Gemini twiasping out fsm
strengtf_l and Weakr_1ess they looked upon behind both shoulders, and two fish underfoot.
symbolized by the light and darkness, and .,

alternating warmth and the cold as marked by our Christian Scriptures we also note Ezekiel's refe
the passage of the sun through the twelve signs of teace to the maidens of Israel weeping and lookir
zodiac. Hercules was revered for hundreds of yeateward the north for the return ®hammuz who was
before the establishment of the Grecian Empire, higie Syrian sun godstrologically, the murder of Hiram
twelve labors describing accurately the passing oAbiff is also a story of the autumn equin@ke three
the sun through the twelve signs of the zodiac. Smurderers are Libra, Scorpio, and Sagittarius. Hiram

also does the work of Jacob and his twelve sons &se sun who is raised up at the vernal equinox by the

presented in the Bible. Mastets word, or the sun iAries.

The autumn equinox was celebrated by the early Many occult stories of these writers have given th
Hebrews and is referred to in the Olkestament as the solar festivals from the purely astronomical viewpoint
Feast ofTabernacles or the Festival of Ingathering. IrTo interpret their spiritual and Christian meaning

S
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becomes the task of our School of Christian Mysticism

The Christ is a cosmic character and His life is out
lined in these solar festivals. Initiation is a cosmic
process of development. Man is an epitome of @sd.
above, so below

Every man is a Christ in the making and the star
contain an anticipated biography of our own lividse
awakening of the Christ within constitutes the-per
fect consummation of our present stage of evolutio

At the time of the vernal equinox which the Christian
church celebrates as Easthe sun crosses the equator
from the southern into the northern latitudgss event
the Rosicrucians recognize as the time of the Gred
Liberation, when the sun Spirit, the Christ, is set freq
from his bondage in the earth.

At the summer solstice, when the sun enterkitite
est point of its northern declination, it is in Cantee
great feminine or water sign. It is then that the Chris
Spirit reaches the throne of the Father and bathes in tt
ecstasy of His vibratiorThe sun then passes into Leo, § &
the great masculine and fiersign. For mystic |8
Christians this is indeed a holy season.

During the months of July arligust, or as the sun
passes from Cancer into Leo, the Christ Spirit is blend
ing the principles of fire and water in the renewed;radi
ant, and glorious life spirit body which He is building as
His gift to the earth on Holy Night, or the time of the
winter solstice. It is upon this great body of light- fur
nished by the Christ, that all the life waves evolvingZ&
upon this planet—mineral, plant, animal and man—arg
sustained during the ye&t. Paul stated a deep occult
truth when he said, “In Him we live and move and have
our being.

As the sun enteMirgo this great descending Ray of
life touches the upper realms of the earth. Mystics an
sensitives are conscious of a tentdeooding compas
sion, a divine, ethereal beauty that envelops all naturs
as the sun enters this the divine mother sign. In this se
son all nature is sfufsed with the overwhelming love
and the sublime g|0ry of His great annual sacrifice for Rogier van der wWeyden. Oil on oak, c. 1450. Musée de I'Hotel Dieu, Beaune, France
humanity The Last Judgment

In the words of Longfellow it is the time when the air AS Christ eenters the physical earth-spaeat the autumn
_— . - C L equinox, He cleanses and purifies the astral envelope of the
is filled “with a dreamy and magical light” and when planet, assisted by Michael and Hischangelic hosts.

the great sun looks down “with the eye of love throughmichaelmas is celebrated on September 29. This balance pdint
the golden vapors around him.” of the year (Libra) is also associated with Michael in hig

Many other poets have responded unconsciously t€schatalogical capacity as judge who weighs the merit of sous.
these occult truths and given us lovely tributes to the
glory and the brooding sadness of autumn time.

Who guess thy certainawn, thy favorite @st”,
- _ sings one.
“Divinest autumn! who can paint thee best, And Lucy Larcom in her poem entitlebhdian
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Summerhas given voice to something of this inne
glory in the beautiful lines:

To her bier

Comes the year

Not with weeping and digtss as mortals do,
But, to guide her way to it,

All the trees have tahes lit.

In the orthodox church we lament, we prayd we
praise Him because He once died for us upon ti
cross. In that wider conception of Christianity which
we are here considering we come to realize that H
sacrifices Himself for us annually and that He mus
continue to do so until we have learned to evolve th
powers of the Christ within ourselves. Only in thig
way may we aid in His final and complete liberation
When the sun enters Libra, this ray of the Christ lif
definitely touches the surface of the earth. It is thi
great inflow that the mystic Christian observes s
reverently at the autumn equinox.

Important events in the life of Christ are in perfec
harmony with the spiritual meanings of these grea
turning points of the seasons. In the holy joys of th
Annunciation we find a parallel to the secrets of th
new life of the vernal equinox. In the holy mystery o
the Immaculate Conception the sun touches tf
atmosphere of the earth at the autumn equinox, a
at the winter solstice we celebrate the Holy Birth, 9
the Christmas season.

Libra is the testing place or balance wheel. Satur
exalted in Libra, brings the earth under the sway ¢
darkness, and also causes man to be tested to
uttermost. But a¥enus, the planet of love, also gov
erns Libra, we find that in the divine providence o
God's infinite mercy and wisdom there is alsoJro
vided a means of escape from every temptatic
brought us by the Greaester

As the sun passes from the vernal to the autun
equinox, or fromAries to Libra, the Christ Life is
working through the higher envelopes of the eartt
As the sun passes from the autumn to the vern
equinox, or from Libra tdries, the Christ Life is
working through the physical or material layers o
the planet.

As we meditate prayerfully upon these sublime
spiritual truths, we find a neva deeperand holier
meaning in Chris§ final benediction given just
before the ascension when He said, “Lo, | am wit
you always even unto the end of the world O

Letters To Students

By Max Heindel

LETTERS TO STUDENTS

his book contains the dict personh

communications of Max Heindel wit
students of the Rosicrucian Fellowshipnr
Christmas 1910 to January 1919. Thagety-
seven letters, written in the intimate, earngst
tone of a teacher and friend, make inspiring
and instructive eading

-

Contents include:

Christ and His Second Coming
Heart Development and Initiation
Spiritual Teachers—Tue and False
The Christ Spirit and the Spiritual Panacea
Increasing the Life of theAr chetype
Unnatural Means of Attainment
“Lost Souls” and Stragglers

The Vital Body of Jesus

Please order on page 64

237 Pages. Paper
Published byThe Rosicrucian Fellowship

—Corinne S. Dunklee
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ASTROLOGY

The Fixed Signs

Part Four

N THE COSMIC DAWN when the
human physical form was in a ver
elementary stage and the ange™S"
worked to make it a more complett
vehicle of expression for theirgin =
Spirits which had left the heavenly Fath¢ =
and unity seeking concrete embodimer. &
and separate existence, they turned the .‘7
ative force from the generativegans ruled
by Scorpio into a new centevhich became| ?
the larynx and is ruled by the sign opposig
Scorpio, Taurus. Then the purely animal
instinct, which impels every creature to e
petuate its kind, was partially diverted int
a higher channel; intercourse was not limit
to a union of bodies, but communion of so
by the spoken word became a possibili
Thus the first step towardg-one-ment was
taken when both arms of the fixed cro
were engy ized. Oil on canvas, 1518, Raphael (1483-1520), Pitti Gallery, Florence

To further bind humanity togethecos - Ezekiel's \ision _
mic agencies generated the ardefecion Raphael has simplified tPe vision of the Odtament seer (Ezekiel 1)
to emphasize that the “four living eatues...had the likeness of a

commonly called love, and focused it UPCman,” represented by the four Beings associated with the fixed signs{of
the heart through the second fixed sigthe zodiac—durus (Bull), Leo (Lion), Scorpio (Eagle), aAduarius
Leo, which rules that vital gan. But though (Man, hee a youth). In Christian esotericism these four Beings ar
the brutal, animalistic force  originallyioun 2% 1e Heana nack (eine) ey o caled i ol |
focused in Scorpio has been elevated aiu

refined by the rays dfaurus, it is still contaminated the people of other countries.
with selfish desire. Nor is this eradicated in the still Neither are we satisfied to love our kindred ang
higher expression of f&fction through LeoWe unselfishly help them, but we demand a return (¢
love our fathers, mothers, husbands, wives, ouove from those near and dear to us; the closer th
children, and our country; we love them even ifare to our hearts, the more we exact from th&/m.
they are not all we would wish, simply becausalo not really seek their happiness, but feel that
they are our kin and our countBut our hearts do because we love them they are in duty bound fo
not beat high for the relatives of other people or fodefer to our wishes in every respect, regardless pf

1Y Joueld
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their own inclinations. If they refuse to conform,
may consider it the acme of heartlessness, and

feel
abused to the limit of human endurance or beyojd.

The generative force focused in Scorpio imypris
ons the human spirit in a body and makes it th
slave of matter from the cradle to the grave.
Taurus, the opposite pole, is the focus of forces create success, and put the person on the con-

which vitalize the larynxThrough that agan the
imprisoned spirit may voice its hopes and fears, i
love and its longing to be free, free as the viewle
air it resembles in nature.

In Leo the primal passion has a higher potenc
and a greater power to further fetter or to free th

spirit, for in Leo this force functions on a loftier

level. Focused through Scorpio it can only bind the tence, caution.

spirit to a bodyand as such a vehicle lasts only

few score years, the binding power of the primal

passion in the physical world is comparatively
insignificant; but when transmuted to arderieaf
tion in Leo it operates in the spiritual sphere
where neither birth nor death serves to abrogate
release from its influenc&here it binds spirit to

spirit, and the tie may last for many lives. It often proper time, but Saturn goes to work and

furthers progress, but also often hinders whom
binds, both here and hereaft@herefore Christ

said that unless we are ready to leave father and However, when a person works for self to the

mother we cannot be His disciples.

He did not mean that we must leave our relatives builds a shell'around him and puts obstruction

physically or neglect them, but the inordinate Le
affection which excludes all but our relations from
our love must ceaséNe must learn to love
unselfishly so that our love may help and not hir]

der those upon whom we bestow it, and that it may tracts and crystallizes the vehicles of the Ego,

emancipate and not enslavée must learn to give

our love regardless of whether it is returned or nat.

This superlative emotion comes through th
fourth of the fixed sign#quarius.This is the 1th
sign of the zodiac, correlated to th&ttl house,
which deals with the department of friends in life
also hopes and aspirationd/hat wonder then,
that Christ designated friendship as the highe
expression of the emotion we usually call love
when He said: Greater love has no man than th
he lay down his life for his friends.

The old folk stories which tell of the Niebelungen
or “Children of the Mist,” refer to infant humanity
during the stage in evolution when we lived in th

W A

SATURN

he real functions of Saturn are con-
e structive: that is, they include the qual-
ities which constitute sound character,

structive side of Nature through application
[S and continued effort. These qualities are as fol-
5Slows:
First, mental: concentration and power of
Y analysis when working through Mercury.
€ Second, business: method, system, mechani-
cal ability, capacity for detail, patience, persis-
A Third, soeial: justice, faithfulness, tact.
Saturn,gives us.the building qualities—that is
the qualities by which we can build an edifice to
withstand the storms of evolution. Saturn is
5 pre-eminently a buildersThesother planets bring
Ofsuccess mote thirough inspiration, by which a
person is led to do the successful thing at the

it builds success, little by little, patiently, persis-
tently, and carefully.

exclusion of others, Saturn’s constuctiveness

D in his way. This results in limitation and sorrow
is the result. As humanity is still’¥ery selfish,
this aspect of Saturn is to be seen on every side.
Under the influence of selfishness Saturn con-

which automatically shuts out good.

The person then encounters opposition from
others because he is demonstrating that he is, at
least subconsciously, an enemy to them. If we
abuse Saturn, we get bad results from him, but
, as a matter of fact he is the initiator. He pre-
sents conditions which appear to be tempta-
Sttions, but when the individual has progressed
, to the point where he refuses to be tempted,
atthen he has developed the power through

which he may be initiated into the higher

realms.
[Before the discovery of Uranus in 1781,
2 Saturn was the designated ruler of Aquarius.]

D
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dense, foggy atmosphere of ancigtiintis. Ruled )
by Jehovah, whose forces were focused throui-- H

the Moon and the Moos’ watery sign Cancer
humanity was guileless and easily swayed by t
angels.They were also obedient to the Lords of
Venus, who fostered their calm and innocefgaf
tions. Thus Luna, the heavenly body which has ™
greatest influence on the water of our globe, ar

the cardinal sign of the watery triplicitCancer 0 L 23
(Scorpio and Pisces are the others), cradled o ot
emotions, and to this day water remains the esjis

teric symbol of the emotional nature.

As we may see ourselves in the silvery surfag
of a lake on a calm dago also the spirit most
readily mirrors itself in the personality when we
are serene and unflgd. In those ancient days
infant man, pure and innocent (but not virtuous
saw the gods face to face. Later the Lucifer spiri
from Mars, working through the cardinal sign of
the fiery triplicity, Aries (Leo and Sagittarius are
the others), made men headstrong (Aries rules t
head) and rebellious against their rulers, th
angels.They also fostered the sex passion; ther¢
fore Mars and Scorpio rule the generativganss. i T
Thus the calm of the emotional nature was fund - N Y TS e SR e ]
mentally disturbed, and it has by degrees becon The Man Bearing a Pitcher
as a seething cauldron, astir with strife and stru¢Christ Jesus instructs His disciples to find and follow a mar
gle. Therefore it can no longer reflect the spirit an)Egf}ggg(ozgﬁ‘;?ﬁg)ocvﬁ’g%ggeoﬁy;’ﬁ;ﬁiﬁt‘f&g QLSaH
more than a windswept sea can mirror a man Of g4t the passover and give unto his followers the waters of lif
ship afloat thereon.

Thus mankind destroyed its spiritual sight and lostio longer blind, befog or obscure his vision as in
touch with the gods when the turbulent emotionghe Atlantean Epoch; hence aléguarius is not a
were generated under the ray of Scorpliese emo  watery but an airy sign. Neither is it emotional like
tions hid the beyond from us, and until we learn t@ancey but intuitional, for the trueAquarian
subdue and control our passions and cultivate théows without reasoninglhe human sympathy
peace of God in our breasts, we cannot penetrate @ fellow feeling, the friendship signified by the
veil of the hereaftemor hear “the still small voice” 11th sign and thelth house are the true essence ¢
which speaks in the silence after the winds, the fireghe Christ Spirit which will eventually abrogate the
and other earthly disturbances have ceased. primal separateness, accomplish the atonemept,

The way of attainment is symbolically engravedransform the world, and make the new heaven and
in the pictorial zodiacAquarius appears as a manthe new earth a reality
in the act of pouring water from an urn. By a slight The keyword ofAquarius is therefore altruism,
motion he may tip the urn a little more or a littleand this is also the keyword of Uranus, its rule
less to regulate the flow; it is perfectly balancedThis planet was at home from 1913 to 1920 [and
Therefore he represents the enlightened soul whreenteredAquarius in 1995], and it is significant
has obtained control of his passions, emotions, anbat though war and strife have been rampant, the
appetitesThey are contained in his urn, hence theffort to bring “peace on earth” is gaining in
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strength with amazing rapidixdvocates of amity from within; He is not found exteriorly
among nations are hailed as saviors with universal As the keyword of Mercury is reason, and altruism
acclamationThe Sun by precession is also nearings contrary to ordinary reason, MercuryAquarius
Aquarius, and will remain there for 2100 yearsis critical and cynical; it sharpens the intellect
Thus all cosmic forces are working for altruismhowever and gives a good flow of language.
and a loftier expression of the Christian Religion The keyword ofVenus is coalition, and in the
—Universal Friendship. 11th sign or the Qth house it causes friends to
The keyword of the Sun is liféVhile we are flock around us; it makes us loving and lovable.
under the Moon and Cancéamily is first and the ~ The keynote of Mars is dynamic eggrlt lends
individual last; but the Sun iAquarius has a ten force and provokes action wherever plad&fthen
dency to exalt the self somewhat undilyerefore in Aquarius or the 1th house it makes us rough
egoism is a fault to be guarded against by thosend blunt towards friends; though we may meanh
who have the Sun iAquarius. well, we seem invariably to rilé those we really
The keyword of the Moon is fecundation. It islike, and much s@éring results.
restless, and therefore the MoorAiguarius or the The keywords of Jupiter are benevolence and
11th house causes a restless seeking for truth amtalism. This planet is therefore in particular
light. People with this position should endeavor tagreement withAquarius and the 1th house.
settle down to sustainedfeft in the occupation Happy the soul who has earned a well aspects
nearest at hand. Sir Launfal found the Grail at hidupiter in eitherfor he is sure to have a great influ
castle gate when returning from a life spent in vaience for good in a wide circle. [
search for it all over the world. Christ is formed —Max Heindel

A4
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Astro-Diagnosis—
A GUIde tO Heallng ASTRO-DIAGNOSIS

A GUIDE TO HEALING

by Max Heindel andugusta Foss Heindel

A treatise on medical astrology and the diagnosis
of disease from the natal horoscope.

Astro-diagnosis is the science and art of obtaining scientific
knowledge regarding disease and its causes and the means of
overcoming it as shown by the planets.

® A recognized classic in its field, this volume is essential to students of the stellar science
who are engaged in healing or nursing, whether they are attached to the orthodox med-
ical school or to the nature-cure school.

e Based on thirty years of intensive research, study, and practical experience by the
authors. Special section: How the Rosicrucians Heal the Sick.

e Complete delineations of 94 example horoscopes from the authors’ files.

Ninth Edition. 446 pages. Indexed. Papg@rder on page 64. Published Tiye Rosicrucian Fellowship.
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Religion and Art

| cons and the | con

Controversy [C
Part 2

ol

CONS, WHATEVER the medium used to

make them, have three aspects: the intentic

and input of its maker; the icon proper

which will have elements lying outside the

conscious control and deliberations of the
artist (such as inspiration); and the use made of tl
icon, that is, the totality of light, focus, devotion
and understanding brought to it by the observe
An icon can be abused, misunderstood, eve
deemed blasphemous, as was the man Jesus v
bore the Sus regent Christ. Its intrinsic nature
and its value remain.

The chage of idolatry brought against icono-
philes is without merit. Idolatry is the worship of a
physical object as itself possessing magical or
potent propertiesThe proper use of icons always
recognizes their mediating function, designating
what they in themselves, are nothey serve as
WindOWS through WhICh the WorShipper can se Brother Claude Lane,lQQS,DBeneictie Pres, Mount Angel Abbey, St. Benedict, OR
beyond physical creation (the depicted image) t Sacred Heart of Jesus
the Creatgrwhose light makes possible the shadovcﬁnten’tlﬁorgry Sa,i_?tin? in'ttr?e tr_?ditional iconographic Sftyle
which the image portrays. " sous e Seeq Hear i nale speasponge, o

More generallythe relationship of spirit to the
myriads of its physical manifestations has its-proupon the issue of making imagés.we have seen,
totype in Christ Jesus, Whom “dwelleth all the the iconoclasts gued that Chris$ divinity cannot
fullness of the Godhead bodily” (Col. 2:19), “Who be portrayed and thus the painter wrongfully sepa
is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn ofrates the divinity and the humanity in Christ. Bu
every creature” (Col. 1:15), iWhose body is in point of fact, any created thing has its concept,
membered all humanity (I Cot2). Consecrating its spiritual form, inhering in the mind, to which
his talents to the work of the Holy Spirit, thethe percept, the sense-derived image, correlatgs.
iconographer gives expression to and glorifie€oncepts (thought forms) themselves, as Max
God's creative power by materializing idea to-vis Heindel explains Qosmo-Conceptiorpp. 48-55),
ible image. are images of living ideas or archetypé#hile the

An important philosophical consideration bearsaggregate of material attributes of a thing, it
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quantitative nature, is apprehended by the physid
senses, these data as percepts have no mea
until the mind registers and processes them, there
re-creating or intuiting their nonphysical compo
nents: plant life discloses the vital or etheric- el
ment; animals their soul reality; and humans the
life, emotional, and mental components.

These understandings, these knowings of creat
things, is a function of memory and intuition,
which is the silent speech of archetypal realit
asserting the significance of the invisible worlc
over and above its purely formal or quantitative

MfDRE DE LOS DESHITIRECIDOS
[J 1986 Robert Lentz , Bridge Building Images, 211 Park St., Burlington, VT, (800) 325-6263
Mother of the Disappeared

The artist paints the Mother of Sows in traditional iconic
style, but the image is desecrated by the graffiti hand, th
signatue of El Salvador death squads. This new icon of th
Madre Dolorosas violated, as is every “icon of God” when a
human being is abducted and togdr—a modern crucifixion.

souvenir to rememberand is based on the Latin
(subvenugto come to mind)The memory process
that is instantly activated with every seeing is jus

that, a coming into the mind, or consciousness,

the spirit to add to and construe perceptual data.

0 1991 Robert Lentz, Bridge Building Images, 211 Park St., Burlington, VT, (800) 325-6263 The imagination (image_forming Capabi"ty) is
Treeof Life one of the powers of the soul. It is not somethin

Only the head of Jesus is portrayed in the familiar iconi‘hegative or a mere dabbler in fantasies. Rather is

style. He is epresented as therde of Life, lifes souce and ; . :
the center of @ation, radiating in the four saed directions. an ogan or instrument of higher perception. It may

He is the true vine (Jn. 15:1). He is thed! Tree,Yggdrasil ~ be purified by being focused on pure and holy-maj
ters. Should the use of icons be restricted to {rin

aspect, which, alone, as sensory images, would lieze people? StTheodore answers that rejection
meaningless, chaotic. of images is rejection of the humility of God who
Iconic images aree-minders.They direct the has taken on the form of a servant and was made
mind to the remembrance of the hidden in the vighe likeness of man.
ible, of the supersensible inhering in the dense The upshot of the first seven ecumenical cour
physical.As such, icons are souvenirs of the spiritils (from the First Council of Nicea, 32&D., to
world, according to the meaning of the French verthe Second Council of Nicea, 787D., in which

)
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the veneration of images was reinstated) is thdtuman, Who otherwise would have been urcir
those who in principle reject the icon, ultimatelycumscribable and unmanifestable.

also reject the mystery of the Incarnatidine Iconography has primarily been a feature of
icon controversy was primarily not a dis the (Eastern) Orthodox Church, formal
pute abouesthetic ideas but about theo ized in the use of the iconostasis, a pal
logical and Christologicafundamen tition bearing images which sepa

? .
tals.The Byzantine iconoclasts, and _ rates the worshiper from the sanc
many of their descendents, tried t 3 ( :

tuary, as the veil separated the
relegate art to the secular field

< Holy Room from the Holy of
artin the religious sphere was tgl / Holies in the Jewish tabernacle
be only decorative, at most"

and Solomors Temple. In
narrative, but not sacred a some Western churches the
such. The arts were consid

chancel rail or bar is the last
ered too pagan to be succe vestige of the iconostasis and
fully Christianized.

marks the beginning of the
As Christoph Schénborn

-choir or upper arm of the
writes in God's Human £ cross in cruciform churches.
Face—The Christ Icon_

g The iconostasis signifies
(Ignatius Press, 1994), “Ifi& ¥ £that worship moves on two
Christ appeared on earth i X

_ distinct planes—the heaven
order to renew man in his ly and the earthlythe veiled
total being, to form man aftelr

y and the revealed. It gives to
his own image, then we ma the altar an esoteric characte
also say that the artisteyes,

so that what is enacted there ig
his sensitivity and his creative regarded as a “mystery” in the
powers are included in thisg

full and original meaning of the
recreation as well...The fafma-

%
/‘.‘

; % term. It turns towards the wor
tion of the intimate connection\g |/ shippers its icons, the visible and
between art and religious ritual, - sensible tokens of the invisible real
between image and faith, turns out tt_j

= N ities of the heavenly worldhe altar
be an dirmation of the mystery of the ¥ rail in the Roman Church no longer
Incarnation. For both art and-rit

= . emphasizes the diérence
ual flow from an encounter Brenerciaue tane Benedcine Press, St Benedeh OR - hatywween the esoteric and the
between heaven and eartl The Vision of Lourdes oteric but ratherbetween the
o In 1858 St. Bernadette was blessed by fé( € .
between divine and human reaapparitions of “the Immaculate ConcepJriests and the lay congregation.
ities, and represent this encouition.” Water possessing curativequerties ~ The chief icons on this pic
ter ever anew The iconographic Pegan to flow in the gtto whee the ¥gin — v,ra_screen have doctrinal and
Mary appeaed. This modern occwence . . .
art of the Eastern Church leacis portrayed in the traditional iconic style.liturgical significance and are
us to behold in an image “whau always arranged in the same
is divine in man and what is human in God.” order Those of the Lord and the Blessédgin, as
Artistic creation is a type of incarnation/hen the human and divine instruments of the
the subject of artistic creation is the incarnate Onéncarnation, are placed on each side of the centtal
Christ, or Christ-sanctified holy persons, is not th@r Royal Dooy through which communion is
image doubly hallowedPhe icon of Christ Jesus brought to the peopl&he Royal Door itself, sym
is both a sign of mag’divine creativity and an bolizing the path by which the eternal Logos entells
image of the DivinityWho, as Creatochose to be time, bears an icon of tlnunciation and gener
sculpted as human, painted as human, fleshed aldy those of the four Evangelists.
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Free Catalogue of this and other original icons are available from Holy Protection Gfmséistery, Rt. 1, Box 75, Geneva NE, Phone (800) 729-4952

Ot T

o

The Virgin of the Don

Based on an original picter(14th century) of alleged “wen

X ) o derworking” power including its favorable use in battle,

In place of the Christ Child of the earlier icons, thethis icons subject matteremains intact, but the inset jewels
Madonna bears the Sat HeartAs a spear was thrust into and overlaying of decorative metals indicate a decline in th

the side of her son, 4, a swad shall piece though thy  jcon-makels art. Only the face and handsegpainted.
own soul also” (Luke 2:35As sevenead oses on the oss

of the Rosicrucian emblem symbolize the purified blood (ana ts J d with th d robed i
the seven etheric centers), so the four pwdes symbolize ucts Jesus, crowned wi orns and robed In py

Brother Simeon, 1996, Reprinted with permission of Monastery Icons

The Immaculate Heart*

the immaculate heart (the fourth vital center) of tirgd.  ple, through the central gate and presents to the pgo

ple archetypal ‘Mangne is reminded of the moment
On the far side of this mystical barri@s within  in the Eastern Eucharistic Service when the pries
the spiritual worlds, the holy Mysteries go forward.after the Transubstantiation, appears through th
At certain high points of the service, the doors arRoyal Gate and lifts up the body and blood of Chrig
opened that the Lord (priest) may come forth to hibefore the congregatiofhree times the action is
people in an act of Self-giving or revelatidnwon-  continued by Pilate behind the curtain.”
derful precedent for the use of the iconostasis as aThe regeneration of church ritual calls for a living
symbol of the veil between the physical world andunderstanding of the esoteniysteryenacted by
the invisible inner worlds can be found in theChrist Jesus in the arena of public.lifif we recog

account of the questioning of Christ Jesus by Pilateize in the scenes of Good Friday the mystery drama

1%

— (U~

=

as this incident is related in the Gospel of St. Johmevealed and placed on the stage of human history py

Emil Bock describes the setting and actioriTive  the great invisible Producehe Divine Services of

Three ars: Christianity will resume again their character as-gem
“The scene in front of the palace of Pilate is thus aine sacraments, i.e., valid ‘mysté&ry

sacramental ritual taking place openly in the world Not only the veneration but the actual making

of external eventsThe Roman Procurator assumesghe icon itself is regarded by the Orthodox as an

the function of the celebrating prie¥then he con  of worship.The true painter of icons prepares himse
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for his work by prayerand considers it to be in the - AR . L
nature of a religious vocationThe Orthodox w THE TRANSFIGURATION
regard with horror the commercial production of
crucifixes and sacred images, and are accustom
to say that Fra@ngelico is the only true maker of
icons in the history of thé&/estern Church. ;
A popular criticism of the use of images, statueg
and icons is that they actually detract from the-spi|
itualizing or abstracting &fct that many worship
pers want or expect upon entering a chufdtey
want the discarnate, the nonvisible world to b
emphasizedThe Protestant religion arose in part
from just such a concern—the practice of drawin.
too strongly on the senses through elaborate cel .
mony and ritual accessories—and some of its mog
“purist” sects, such as Quakers, employ no imagg
at all in their services (meetings).
It is clear to an esoteric student that desire wor
realities are in a sense imagistic, living picture
whichAnthroposophy calls Imaginationgaerefore,
physical images will have their nonmaterial coun!
terparts and are entirely appropriate for leadi
one to that superphysical realigut the image is
always symbolicThat is, the material depiction of Brother Simeon, 1995, Reprinted with permission of Monastery Icons
the invisible reality is not a recognizable earthly The Transfiguration*
form. The Holy Grail is an instance of such a sym Subject matter and style has changed littterfithe original
bolic image. It may be represented as a chalice alcoonceptlon. The flaténtal plane has an enamel-like veneer
nly Peter can enderthe light of the transfiged Jesus.
paten, or an increscent moon receiving a dove. |

spiritual reality can only be understood in spiritual “The icon never strives to stir the emotions of the faithfu
not worldly, terms ...but to guide every emotion as well as teason and all

. . . other faculties of human nawion the way towdrtransfig
The icon, like a sacramer_lt, can sanctifgt by  yration.”—Leonid Ouspensk¥he Meaning of Icons
an inherent property of holiness, but through the

spiritual relationship it fosters to the person depicteatally appealing to &Vesternels eye, perhaps the
The icon as visible reality is an aggregate of physvery woodenness and severity of the images induge
ical materials (glue, paint, wood, gold). But itsa heightened sense of the “other” worlds thah
image relates or refers to the holy ané@hage. would a Bernini sculpture in its masterful depic
One only knows this if the icon is named, for theiion of sensuous form or a Michelangelo figure
name evokes the correct identifying response. earthbound by its massive physicali@lassically

Icons continue to be highly popular in Orthodoxexecuted icons are not intended to be expressionjs
churches. But for the student of Rosicrucian teachic demonstrations of their createfeelings or vir
ings this may be viewed as a feature of convertuosity All personal attributes are sacrificed or
tional liturgy. At the same time, we are remindedsubsumed by the holy subject depicted and a sernse
of both the ideal and eventual reality that Maxof permanence is imputed to the image through the
Heindel posits forAquarian religion in the syn elimination of pictorial “accidents” and the ephem;
thetic expression of the true, the good and thera of emotionsThe imaged one is not subject tg
beautiful. the powers of this world. It has won its victory anc

Though some Eastern icons may not be estheis above, though here, essentialized, immutable.

*Free Catalogue showing Immaculate Heart, Transfiguration, and other original icons is available from Holy Protection Gnostic Monastery, Rt. 1, Box 75, Geneva NE
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The mind that has received some spiritual undeof fundamental certainties as symbolized by the
standing regards a depiction of Christ Jesus no lebseakdown of what is visually familiar? In a posi
problematic than the portrayal of the whole humaitive light, this disfiguring may be seen as the-erg
being. Since only the physical form can be-persion of old structures prior to the birth of new
ceived by material sight, a visual code for repreforms and new ways of perceiving.
senting the existence of spiritual bodies was adoptedin the age of “virtual reality where simulations
that roughly accords with the facts: a halo of of material things are based on electroni
light around the head indicates the men _ impulses oganized according to the

\J

o simplest binary language (+), the
subject and an aureole or nimbu P - ©) icon enters a new dimension.
of light around the entire phys - e ' Does the new medius’arbt
ical form designates the statugs trary nature, its impalpabili
of the soulThus the book of / : Lt ty, its machine-dependence,
Revelation describes “a/ ’ ~ makeit, from a theological
woman clothed with sun, ' y point of view more prob
and the moon [desire. lematic? Is this even a
nature] under her feet concern in our conteng
and upon her head ¢ porary societywhere the
crown of twelve stars.” concept of the sacreg
The Russians becam¢ = may simply be bdling, £
the true inheritors of thel an unknown or dubious
Byzantine iconic tradition guantity?
when Constantinople fell to ¢ Today icons are not the
the Turks in 1453.While 1 - . ologically scandalous. Christ
Western artists tend to empha " o B .~ Jesus and holy persons eon
size thecompassion and human - . ' ~ tinue to be depicted as aids to
ity of Christ, Orthodox versions devotion and as sources of inspi
portray Him as a stern, forbidding ration. What is cause for concern is
judge. the attitude of skeptical
Awe, reverence, and puri The Holy Face* materialism that questions
devotion characterize theThe face imprinted on theiiin Shoud, itself aelic, hether anything visible is
soul climate in which con Ezys"é?fl_'girtg;ig I%%i:ﬂgnu:nséécﬁgsofnggéﬁfSLhSoIy or can be the ground of
temporary Icon creation Carfundity, and a gravity that suffarg has only enno God—and more, queStlons
offer new imagesAnd such bled: An image for eveent contemplation. whether anything but the
work is in evidence. But the material dimension exists.
current relationship between the arts and the As an antidote to this attitude, current iconic ant
Church is tense and controversiBhat most reli  maywork powerfully on a dull or doubting sensi
gious of all subjects, where all humanness anblility that cannot be reached by dogma arglrar
aspiration and character is focused, the humament. For such persons, a variation on the words [to
face—the face through whose eyes we were sedinomas may be given: “Place the mind of yOl:l’
by God, through whose mouth we were spoken teeeking here, contemplate with your heart and
by God, who listened to us with human hearindearn of me. For | am living and | am present, even
and revealed His Divinity in a human countenancas you view this image. Commune with it and whdt
—this face is being abstracted or disfigured/ou view before you shall give place to the shring
(defaced?)into unrecognizable shapes. For whain your soulAnd there will you find me, there will
purpose?o what end? Does it reflect a perception appea O
of the fracturing of the human psyche, the collapse —C.W.
*From A Holy Card Prayer Book, A Compilation of Saints and Holy People, Leaflet Missal Co., 976 W. Minnehaha Ave., Saint Paul, MN 55104
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RELIGION AND THE PUBLIC REALM

Christianity
and
Democracy

SUS CHRIST ISLORD. That is the

irst and final assertion Christians mak

bout all of reality including politics.
elievers now assert by faith what o

day will be manifest to the sight of all

every earthly sovereignty is subordinate to t
sovereignty of Jesus Christ.
The Church, the community of believers, Inaugurated as the first psident of the United States April 30,

the bearepf that claim. Because the Church 1789, Geoge Washington established thegtocol for taking the oath

: : of office by raising his right hand while his left hand is placed upo
pled?ed t.o tth_e ngq[.oml p(;'oilalme? by ‘]eﬁl{[‘;’]an open Bible. hington added the unscripted sy “So help me
must maintain a critical distance trom all tNGogi” and kissed the Bible. The painting poeticadijpeit anomalously
kingdoms of the world, whether actual or prshows his left hand on his heart while his right is on the Bible.
posed. Christians betray their Lord if, in theory

or practice, they equate the Kingdom of God with anys called to be a community of diversitycluding
political, social, or economic order of this passingoeople of every race, natioclass, and political view
time. At best, such orders permit the proclamation opoint.As a universal communitthe Church witnesses
the Gospel of the Kingdom and approximate, in smalio the limits of the national and ideological loyaltieg
part, the freedom, peace, and justice for which wéhat divide mankind. Communal allegiance to Christ
hope.At worst, such orders attempt to suppress thand his Kingdom is the indispensable check upon the
good news of the Kingdom and oppress humapretensions of the modern state. Because Christ|is
beings who are the object of divine love and promisd.ord, Caesar is not Lord. By humbling all secula
The first political task of the Church is to be theclaims to sovereigntythe Church makes its most
Church. That is, Christians must proclaim andimportant political contribution by being, fully and
demonstrate the Gospel to all people, embracingnapologeticallythe Church.
them in a sustaining community of faith and disci While our first allegiance is to the community of
pline under the Lordship of Christ. In obedience tdaith and its mission in the world, Christians do nof
this biblical mandate, Christians givegent priority ~ withdraw from participation in other communities.
to all who are in need, especially the potre To the contrarywe are called to be leaven and light
oppressed, the despised, and thegmal. The Church in movements of cultural, political, and economig

We reprint, largely intact, the Octobet981 statement issued C_hange._Hls_tor_y IS th_e arena in which Chrlstlgns-exer
by the \&ishington-based Institute on Religion and DemocracyCise their discipleship. Because our hope is eterngl
Although not of the world, we aiin it, as both Christians and transcendent, Christians can participate in socigty
and citizens of ourespective countries.8\are best served without despair or delusioiVe do not despair of the

by that form of government which most fully honors OUFSpirmeaning of historynor do we delude ourselves that

itual rights and pomotes our material welfarA Christian . ‘o
democracy best meets these criteria because it is weloes, our eforts are to be equated with establishing the

collectively who establish and implement them. This article<ingdom of God.The fulfillment of historys travail

exploes what we need to do to make democracy work for uss the promised Rule of God, not the establishment of

Oil on canvas, 1889. Ramon de Elorriaga. Federal Hall National Memorial.
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our human programs and designs. the views of the majorityfo disagree, howeves not

God has given us no one pattern for the ordering @d disregard the views of others. Leadership in an

societies or of the world. For almost two millenniaopen church is marked by candor and never by co
Christians have pursued their mission within a varietyempt for the convictions of those with whom we- dif
of social, political, and economic systerdgnong fer. In these ways, an open church becomes a zone
Christians todayas in times past, there are significantiruth-telling in a world of mendacity

disagreementsToday disagreements are especially In this century of Hitler and Stalin and their lessef

sharp on how best to advance freedom, justice, amehitators, the most gent truth to be told about secu
peace in the worldThat Christians are to pursue lar politics is the threat of totalitarianisihat truth
these goals should be beyond dispute. Disagreementas told eloquently by John Courtney Mutreynose
about how they are to be pursued need be neither sunderstanding of religious and civil freedom was rat

prising nor destructive. ified by Vatican Council Il. Many political theories of
Also in making political decisions, we are all sub our time, Father Murray wrote, are marked by &
ject to errorWith prayer “thoroughgoing monism—
we decide in the courage ) political, social, juridi
o{ _ourtuncer(;?irt]rt]ies_\/\:el Democratic government call, religié)us: there is
strive to credit the inte . only one Sovereign, one
ligence and good inten understands itself to be society one law one
deoide diferently | accountable to values and | 8 EXC U SL S
Especially within the to truths which transcend dualism of powers, soci

believing community we any regime or party _ ThUS eties, and laws—spiritu

must, in the words of al and temporal, divine

Reinhold Niebuhravoid In the United States of and human. Upon this
portraying our conflicts America we declare ours to denial follows the
as a war between “the . . " absorption of the com
children of light and the be a nation “under God. munity in the state, the
children of darkness.” absorption of the state in
Our unity in Christ is the party and the asser
greater than whatever may divide us. tion that theparty-state is the suprenspiritual and

Within our several churches disagreement abounoral, as well as political, authority

the meaning of social justice should not merely be The religious term for political monism or totali

tolerated; it should be cherishatfe are pledged to tarianism is idolatryThe party-state declares itself to
the goal that our churches be open churohe:pen be absolute, and therefore not accountable to a
church engages sympathetically the diversity ofranscendent judgment. Regimes that subscribe

Christian views both within and outside denominathis dogma assert that they themselves embody t
tional structuresAn open church welcomes dissentfinal meaning of history and are therefore not answe
for the strengthening of truth and the correction o&ble to any higher authority or morality

error. An open church makes decisions in the light of An alternative to totalitarianism is democracy
day not in the shadowed corners of bureaucratid@here are dferent and sometimes confused theorie
power An open church has leaders who are not afraidbout democratic governance. Indeed the idea

but eager to engage in the fullest consultation with alemocracy is so attractive in our day that even-totq|

its membersAn open church addresses social issuesarian regimes attempt to claim it as their owhe
not so much tcadvance a particular position as tounderstanding of democratic governance espous
inform and empowepeople to make their own deci here, howeveris neither novel nor complicated.
sions responsiblyAn open church understands thatDemocracys marks are obvious to all who have eye
the church speaks mostesitively when the people to see. Democratic government is limited govern
who are the church do the speaking, and leadersent. It is limited in the claims it makes and in thd
speak most believably when they speak with th@ower it seeks to exercise. Democratic governme
informed consent of those whom they would lead. understands itself to be accountable to values and
Sometimes leaders can and should disagree withuths which transcend any regime or paftius,
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in the United States ofAmerica, we E=5
declare ours to be a nation “under Goog
which means, first of all, a nation undes
judgment. In addition, limited govern i
ment means that @ear distinction is g
made between the state and Hoel
ety. The state is not the whole of th i

society but is one important actor in thég ‘f‘
society Other institutions—notably theg snis
family, the church, educational, eccss
nomic, and cultural enterprises—are S&

least equally important actors in thiss
society They do not exist or act by suf
ferance of the state. Rathtdrese spheress
have their own peculiar sovereignt
which must be respected by the state.*

Democratic governance is pluralisti St. Petets Basilica and Bernini Colonnade
governance and thus the opposite The historic seat of Christendom, its seconddat chuch, and site of the Holy
political monism. By protecting theCatholic See, St.l Peters, as the _focus afican _City was designed by
roles of many institutional and individ Bramante, but M|che_lang_elo substituted for the_ intended Pantheon dome a
ual actors within the social ordermUCh higher structer inspied by the Brunelleschi dome at Fdoce.

democracy keeps society open to the future. It resistsrough the ambiguities and uncertainties of our-exi$
the act of historical closure which is the cansence tence. From this hunger erges the totalitarian
of the totalitarian impulseBecause it cherishes impulse.This hunger is essentially religious in char
criticism and change, democracy is a progressivacter and is dangerously misplaced when it seeks spat
movementinvoking the promise of the future. isfaction in the politics of the present time&his
Totalitari-anism, which would freeze and consolidatéhunger cannot and should not be satisfied short of the
power relations, is essentially reactive and fearful. Icoming of the Kingdom of Godlo mistake any
represses diversity and dissent in a fearful denial @xisting or proposed social order for the Kingdom of
the human capacity for growth and the human nee@od is the great crime against humanity
for criticism. We readily acknowledge that democratic gever

As democracy keeps society open to the future itance is unsatisfactorfzverything short of the cen
also keeps the future opehhat is, the democratic summation of the rule of Christ is unsatisfaciérgr
posture is not one of merely passive receptivity t€hristians, it is precisely the merit of democracy that
whatever may happen. Rathiris one of protecting it reminds us of this truth and sustains the possibility
and nurturing the individual and institutional visionsof humane government in a necessarily unsatisfactoyy
of alternative futures. Democratic society is not a terworld. There are tensions and contradictions withif
minal enterpriseThe intention is not that at some democratic theory and practice. Especially problemn
point in the near or distant future all questions will beatic are relationships between the individual and the
answered and all conflicts resolvdthe chief goal of community between formal process and substantiv
democratic governance is to sustain the process pfirpose, between popular participation and power
democratic governancdoward that end, constitu elites. We do not deny these and other problemg.
tional provisions do not provide all the answers tdRather believing that democratic theory and practicg
societys problems butprotect the process by is still developing, we would encourage in the
which various answers armdebated and adopted, churches dively examination of the problems and
always subject to change. Democratic government ibeir possible resolutions. Such an examination only
contingent, modest in its claims, and open-ended. begins with the basic outline of democratic gever

What we perceive as the virtues of democratic gowance set forth in this statement and should Qe
ernance others condemn as its weaknBssre is a informed by the maxim framed by Reinhold Niebuhr
deep human hunger for a monistic world, for author‘Man’s capacity for justice makes democracy poss
ity, control, and definitive meaning which can cutble, but mars inclination to injustice makes democ
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racy necessary

Democratic governance is based upon a morality
respect and fairness for all. It is responsive to t
diverse moral judgments and meaning&rakd by
individuals and institutions within societly not only
tolerates but rigorously protects those spheres with
which people find meaning for their lives and shar
that meaning with others. Most importanttiemoe
ratic government does not seek to control or restri
the sphere of religion in which peopldiah, exer
cise, and share their ultimate beliefs about the wor
and their place in it....

Finally, and perhaps most profoundtyemocratic
governance subscribes to a distinctive understandi
of human rightsThat understanding is that humar k
rights are prior rightsThat is, human rights are not.
establishedby the state.The state is bound to |+ = =g
acknowledge and respect those rights which ha™ s
their source in the transcendent dignity of the humlH | ﬂ
person created by God. , ]

| = YEE
§ e I §= e
r .

Valid distinctions are made between categories s
human rights—personal, civil, political, economic
and social. Individual and communal freedom fro
terror and coercion is essential to the protection of ¢ The United States Capitol

human rights. Repressive regimes of both the left all-_egislative Sea;ﬁf tge vy:)rﬁlro\rlgehs_t—sttandigg Cand mOS} eﬁe;;
the right frequently and falsely pit social and -ecg!lVe démocracyihe Lapitol in \ashington, D. €. rises aimos
nomic rights against the rights of freedom. But with g&%gfﬁ; gnnc[[%ognoﬂ {Eg }j% nl]/ez fﬁ?gg”:ﬂﬁ;ﬁg iﬁ?n?{;
out freedom persons cannot pursue their conoNyiy its moe sculpted antecedent, St. Peters in Rome.
and social well-being as they deem bAsd without

freedom the economic and social advances whictvery infringement of freedom, especially of the free
regimes claim for the poor cannot be examined andom of conscience and association, and most-esj
verified.As a matter of empirical fact, those societiesially of religious freedom. In protesting human
which give priority to freedom generally securerights’violations, governments will of necessity take
social and economic rights more successfully than dato account many considerations—political, diplo
those societies which attempt social and economimatic, military and economicThe ethics of the
advance at the cost of freedom. Church, howeverare not the ethics of Caeshr wit-

The most fundamental of all human rights is thenessing to the transcendent dignity of the human pg

SIOUU0D 1UaIg

|

freedom of religious faith and practice. Religion isson, the churches are bound not by reasons of state

both freedons shield and central sphere of actionbut by obedience to Christherefore the witness of

“For religion,” Pope John Paul Il has declared, “conthe churches should reflect an unwavering adherenge

sists in the free adherence of the human mind to Got) a single standard in the judgment of human right
which is in all respects personal and conscientious; it Whether the regime in question is repressive on
arises from the desire for truth and in this relation thén order to maintain itself in power or whether it
secular arm may not interfere, because religion itse#spires to totalitarian control over its people, whethe
by its nature transcends all things secti@eligious it fashions itself as rightist or leftist, whether it is

freedom consists of many parts: the freedom tériend or foe or neutral toward whatever great powef

believe, to worship, to teach, to evangelize, to cellatto the extent that it violates the rights of people to b
orate in works of mergyand to witness to the public the artisans of their own destiny it blasphemes agairn
good.Where religious freedom is violated, all otherthe divine intent for human lifelhe churches dare
human rights are assaulted at their source. never be apologists for such blasphemy in the nan

The churches should be relentless in protestingf some higher social good. Because every personi
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called to the fullness of humanity revealed in our Lordhe bearer of the Gospel. It is also true in the realm pf
Jesus Christ, there is no higher good than the humancial and political changélthough it is the prima
person.With particular respect to the weakest andy bearer of the democratic ideal togasnerica is far
most vulnerable members of the human communityrom having fully actualized that ideal in its own life.
Christians insist that no human being is expendableTo say thalAmerica has a singular responsibility in
In our radically imperfect world, the democracythis worldhistorical moment does not mean tha
andfreedom which we difrm is always imper America is God chosen nation, as for instance
iled. As faith-filled realists, we reject the sentimen Israel was chosen by God. God has made no spedial
tal illusion that democracy is a natural product of theovenant withAmerica as such. Gasl’covenant is
progress of an essentially good humanite like-  with his creation, with Israel, and with his Church
wise reject the determinist dogma that freedom islowever becausémerica is a lage and influential
produced by the denial of freedom in a process gfart of his creation, becausenerica is the home of

inevitable  revolutionary : most of the heirs of Israel
ghange.Where\ﬁ_erhit_ e>t<)its‘, Democracy IS hot an oflolc(ij, _andht_)er::ﬁysat]his ri1s
emocracy—which is bot . a land in which his Churc
the product and protector aChIevemen_t secured but is vibrantly free to live and
fre_edom;is adhu_man _?tn{? an expenment to be pro?(ljaim the l(33(?_spel tok;[he
prise and a divine gift. . . world, we believe that
does not exist in most of th advanced. It is bOth glft Ameilica has a peculiar
natiorr:s of (tjhe world, an and task. In helpmg to pla(;:e in Gog_éh_pr_omises
nowhere does it exis - . and purposed-his is not a
securely Those of us whc sustain the democratic statement of nationalistic

are blessed to live undt experiment, the churches hubris but an acknow

relatively democratic gov edgmentthat we bear a

ernments are stewards of act _nOt Only In thell’ own particular and grave

possibility that is to be pre interest but in the responsibility...

served for the whole worlc . . Apology for oppression

Democracy is not ai Interest Of humankmd- is sometimes passionately
achievenent secured but an anti-Communist. It excuses

experiment to be advanced. It is both gift and task. land rationalizes any injustidkit is perpetrated in the
helping to sustain the democratic experiment, theame of defeating Commism. Such an approach is
churches act not only in their own interest but in thenorally odious and antithetical to our understanding
interest of humankind. of religion and democracyVe emphatically reject it.
In our dangerously dividedvorld, choices Much more respectable, influential, and common,
must bemade.Among the nations and social sys however is apology for oppression that excuses
tems of our time, the choice is never betweeinjustice as necessary for the eventual creation of|a
absolute good and absolute evil. No nation perfectlpew and, it is claimed, more equitable social ardey
embodies the democracy we wouldiraf, and no The apology for oppression declares that liberal
nation totally represses freedom from which democdemocracy is decadent and dying. It claims that we
racy springsTragically the great majority of our sis should welcome, or at least resign ourselves to, inevitalple
ters and brothers throughout the world live underevolutionary change under totalitarian auspices.
varying degrees of repression. Certain distinctions We declare, howevethat history is not the sphere
can and must be made, howevir all but the wit  of the inevitable but the sphere of freeddivithin
fully blind, it is obvious that some nations aspire tahe limits of a life that is bounded by death, free me
the democratic ideal we have described, whiteers  and women strive for what should be, they do not su
condemn both the ideal and the fact of democescy render to what others say must be. Moreoviee
enslaving illusion.... results of the revolutions that have denied freedom
Ideals do not make their way in history except theyare now coming in; the record is one of grim failure
be carried by persons and institutiofitie carriers In the long struggle of history it is the idea of democ
inescapably fall short of the ideals to which they wit racy that is the newthe progressive, the audacious
ness.This is most dramatically true of the Church asexperiment toward the futuré/e refuse to terminate
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this promising venture by returning to the false sect
rities of an oppressive past that now advertises itse
as the inevitable future.

Another form of apology for oppression assert:
that we have no right to impose our values upon othe|
It is said that other people must choose their ow
form of government. It is said that other people do n(
share our concern for democratic governance al
human rights.This combination of lies and half- &=
truths conceals a host of cultural and, more often the

not, racial prejudices. It is monstrous to assert ¢
behalf of others that they do not feel about their bas
human rights as keenly as we feel about ours. It
disingenuous to say that other people must be free '
choose their own form of government and, at th™
same time, to support precisely those forces th 2
would deny them their freedom to choose... =0
Wherever the churches can influence situations —
oppression, and whenever the churches address the.
selves tAmerican foreign policywe beg our leaders =
to heed and support the forces for democratic chan¢
Whether we approve or disapprove of such influenc.
in many places&\merican power and opinion can be
decisive.Those Christian leaders who collaborate ir
the denial of freedom and justice to others bear ¢
ominous moral responsibility.
The issues are not simple. Our answers are n.
infallible. We are prone to err and we live bydiwe-
ness.The debate is not between liberals and conser:_—_—_'-_
atives, between left and righithe debate is between
those who do believe and those who do not believ.
that there is a necessary linkage between Christii
faith and human freedonThe debate is between
those who do and those who do not believe that =~ &

-
—
-

this moment of history democracy is the necessa - |
product and protector of freedond the debate is The _f__-__c'* :
between those who do and those who do not belie’~ Turn but a sto
that freedom, an end in itself, is also the surestway - 'Tis ye, lis yal
a greater measure of that peace and justice which /= The
are to seek. Eamte— =
We do not know whether democracy is the wave (W
the future We do know that the future will be darker  &hy—anc
if the democratic idea is extinguishatfe do know - Shall shi
that the victims of freedorm’denial already number
in the many millionsAnd we do know that one day
before the judgment throne of God, those who wel
voiceless will ask what we said on their behélhat
we say or do may seem to be of little moment. But i
the face of every discouragement we will persist i
hope because finallyas we said at the start, Jesu:
Christ is Lord. O
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The Bible—
WhoseWord?

HE CHRISTIAN BIBLE shows no
signs of relinquishing its undisputed
claim to being the world’ all-time,
best-selling book. Shoring up that-dis
tinction, a spate of recent versions of
thebook (Greekbiblos) has been tailored to mod
ern tastes and (il)literacgince, in their most arrant
form, they can only be described as “dumbed downf§
The first English Protestant translation, the King
James version of 1&1benefitted from the linguis
tic largesse of Elizabethan fluency at its zenith
The diction is noble and poetic, an entirely suitabl
medium for its lofty contenifThe Catholic Douay/
Rheims translation first appeared in 1609 and we
revised in the 18th century to benefit from the
King James literary phrasings and cadences.
As Time magazines book editar Paul Gray
writes (Sept 9, 1966), “For some two centurie:
readers of either of these Bibles could feel that th
word they sought was th@/ord, that they had
access to the linguistic unity enjoyed by human
kind before thélfower of Babble. No longér 2
In 1952 the Revised StandaMersion was Sl B 2l AL sl 68 Rl (s ane)
released through the auspices of the Nation The Inspiration of St. Mathew
Council of Churches of Christ in the United States The ‘word of the Lod endueth for everAnd this is the war

Drawing upon three centuries of archeological an\f,vhICh by the gospel is gached unto you” (1 Peter 1:25).

philological discoveries, its text could claim New American Standard, the Newmerican
greater accuracy to the original documents, but Bible, the New Jerusalem Bibl&days English
fell considerably short in felicity of expression.  Version (also known as the Good News Bible), and
That release was followed by a torrent of Biblesthe Contemporary Englistiersion.
According to Publishers Weekly some 450  Newest on the scene, contending for a share of
English translations, paraphrases, or retellings ahe estimated $400 million thamericans annually
all or parts of the Old and NeTestaments are cur spend on Bibles, is the New Livinfranslation
rently in print, including the New King James (Tyndale House), which is a reworking of the
Version, a New Revised Standawérsion, the Living Bible (1972) that was designed for those
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who found the traditional scriptural renderings toadon't have it. And if they think they’'ve got it,
taxing. The update is an eyefefderand a verbal because it has been watered down and wordged
backhand. More than sublimity has been lost, thdown to accommodate their level of preparednes
narrative has become trite, tepid, silijonsider what then remains to pursue later? “The Bible
the following collations: Oh, I've done that."The depth and resonanoé
King James—"And the Lord God said unto thepoetic language imparts, is part of, meaning
woman, What is this that thou hast done?”Connotation and figurative language are the lif
(Genesis 3:13) and spirit of the literal, denotative word.
N. L. T—"Then the Lord God asked the Companion to this literary reduction is creeda|
woman, ‘How could you do such _ dilution. Of course people are free
a thing!” to believe what they want to
Is thisGOD talking or an irate moth § believe, but belief is made doubly
er scolding and attempting difficult or rendered meaningless
humiliate her child for spilling herg when language becomes so general

N O

U .

milk? and difuse that its power cannot be
King James—"The Lord is myjs exercised or focused. Consider thg
shepherd; | shall not want’lg Nicene Creed after having been
(Psalm 23). reworked by the Catholic break

N. L. T—"The Lord is my shep
herd; | have every thing | need.”

away group Call toAction: “I
= believe in people and in a world in
The sense of the passage is altefg= which it is good to live for all
here by obscuring the less commo mankind.”Who doesrt? But what
meaning ofwvantaslack b Colouion vatem iy 1S religious, theistic, or binding

The treatment given the shorte: Moses Receiving the two ~ @bout this?This pseudo-creed cen
Biblical sentencels a synechdoche Tables of Law on Mount Sinai cludes:“And | believe in the resuar

for the entire debacle in translation: rection—whatever it maymean.”
King James—"Jesus wept.” Sounds like satire, noThe group is for real,
L. B. T.—"Tears came to Jesus eyes.” including among its members three bishops.

O

Is it body-wracked pain and profound sorrow We understand that each person is entitled t
that is being described at this point or a misty serand finally must, choose his truth. But we alsg
timent? Sad it is that in deference to the intentioknow that truth is like Christ, begotten, not mads.
to make this Bible accessible to a seventh gradéis. Truth finds us or not. But it remains itself,
student that Jesus cannot weep but only becorménole and intact, however filtered or obfuscategl
teary-eyed. by human tinkering and misunderstanding. It

Algebra can only be taught in its own languagewould be helpful that those who disseminate it firgt
else it isnt algebraA student is trained to gradu have it.Then they would take care to preserve it if
ally become able to understand this language. Sxppropriate linguistic forms.
too with ScriptureThe ruling aim of getting the  What we decry is a practice characteristic of
Bible to young people, laudable in principle, failsthese times, the equation of truth with what is-cor|
if what it delivers is biblical in name onlghe venient, or personally desirable, or eashese
words and meaning having been changed as-a cqretensions to truth, like the vicious dog of ouf
cession to ignorance. selfish nature, will turn on us and rend Asthen-

Children learn by reaching upward, by receivingic truth draws us up and out of our littleness an
the unknown with encouragement and the expectaeparateness. It makesfidiilt demands of us by
tion of self-enrichmentTrue, the Bible has some requiring that we be conformed to Tthen is cre
thing for all ages. But if it is paraphrased andhtion lit up from within, and we are confirmed in
pruned so they can “get it [all] at age 13,” theyour Origin—evetsourcing, livingTruth. 0
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BOOK REVIEWS

The Divine Mercy (9. M .
in Her Soul %) . ¥

b Yl

 for
HE SPIRITUAL autobiography of OT
Sister Faustina Kowalska (Marian Uﬂ}f

Helpers Press, Stockbridge, MA,

1987, 697 pages, translated from the

Polish) may prove problematic for
some, as it addresses the role ofesuig in atone
ment and salvation. Mind you, this is not theology
The author is no scholaHer formal education |
ceased at age sixteen. But she instinctively kne' ’ :
the inestimable value of self-sacrifice, the oblatior " JESUSTI{TRUST
of self in love to the Life and Light of creation. : o

Born Helen Kowalska in a small Polish town in

1905, at age seven she heard a voice in her sc
calling her to a more perfect way of lifat age &
twenty she was received into the Congregation di+
the Sisters of Our Lady of Mercgnd five years
later she took her perpetual vows and was givel
the name Faustina. She was Jestssen instru |
ment to promulgate knowledge of His mercy
through dictated prayers (chaplet and novena) ar™®
an interior vision which he directed be mgde into Sllessed el Kenlde
painting.The purpose of these new devotionat ele . : -

. . The Sister stands beéoa epresentation of the Divine Mgy,
ments was to promote understanding of His l0Vyhich jesus vouchsafed her in visionary form with the
for sinners. instructions that it be painted to inspidevotion and hope.

The human vessel appointed for this missioil

was sanctified by extraordinary ordeasd they moved. | cannot escape from your requests [fc
came as much by Faustis@wn insistencéVhile  mercy and relief for sinners] because you pursu
her capacity to bear the $eifing of others made me, not from afar but within your own heart.”
her especially dear to her Lord, so that He would Do these words jar the sensibilitie&f angry
say “I have need of your sferings to rescue Jesus? Punishment for eartWll, what is the
souls,” the vehemence of her devotion and inteisource of planetary upheavals (volcanic eruption
cessory ardor also moved him to confide, “If youires, floods, drought, plagues, earthquakes).-ind
did not tie my hands, | would send down manyidual “accidents” (fallings, maimings, drownings,
punishments upon the earth. My daughtesur electrocution), the birth of disfigured, impaired
look disarms my angeAlthough your lips are children, inexplicable deathghger is the motive
silent, you call out so mightily that all heaven ishumans attribute to a GMlho seems to hurt them

. i': :-.: ‘E e 1O \'\I'r..
produced with the artist's permission
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with suffering. But universal law requires a closedder it harmless; indeed, in the fire of their consun
circle, connecting actions with their necessary+eaing love they transmute destructive forces int
tions, and needs no anthropocentrizing warrant. positive enagies, at the same time depriving evil
The law of consequence is strictly impartied.  entities of their own kind of soul fooWhat sacH

the material scientist consequence following upofice, what love, what self-mastery is entailed ir
cause is an ineluctable la®n the soul level the this salvific activity!The mind is awed and abased
same law applies, only here it is called justice, bwt the thought of it.

which moral equilibrium is maintained. Here is the Sister Faustina was about the same busine

basis for pugatory (soul cleansing) and hell though, perhaps, at a less embracing level. Neve

(longerterm sufering based on free choice). theless, the power for goodfefted by such an
What Christ Jesus and Sist&owalska intensely focused soul might well surpass that of

desireand demonstrate is partiality for the sinner—million lukewarm materialists who spiritually

mercy They seek to modify the opera sleepwalk through life.

tion of moral law by substituting Mercy One assumes that she had 4indi

their own persons to absorb the . vidual destiny to liquidate, as

effects that produce dgr- sets aside the indicated by her grand cross

ing. Christ Jesus Old Testament qU|d in mutable signs (though,
became sin for us, all of : too, she may have cho
us.And He sufered and pro quo in the name and sen challenging
suffers for all of us. through the power of love. aspects togalvanize
Saints do likewise. It In doing this love suffers. her earthly efforts):

is called vicarious or . Sun oppositionSaturn
supererog-atory sufer- The Cross of Christ Jesus conjunct Dragors Talil

i?‘g. D?es this not subvert; most fu||y represents bisected by a Mars-Jupiter
the reformative process by ) opposition. HerVirgo Sun
which sufering can dct a love’s free_ly chosen fostered hemttunment to the
change of heart and mind? sacrifice. Virgin Mother with Whom she

Suffering need not be perpetual to held frequent converse and from
chasten and transform, which actions are Whom she received special favors due t
a function of divine grac&he same question was the extraordinary devotion given Her Son.

asked in the parable of the laborers in the Ma&ster Faustinas major work in the world was actuat

fields: Shouldrt the man working all day be paid ing the practice of appealing to the divine mercy g
more than he who arrives at the eleventh hour? Ndesus (through specific prayers He gave her) a
are restitution and reform canceled because a penitiating the sacramental means for channelin

son has been relieved of faring. But one can be devotion to this mercy that it might be released.

blessed with a reprieve and their sins can be foiThis involved securing an artist who could pain
given—by those who are merciful. the image of the Divine Mercy as it appeared t
Be assured, mercy is a power power com her: “I saw the Lord Jesus clothed in a white-ga
pounded of love, light, obedience, and prodigiousnent. One hand [was] raised in the gesture
will. Mercy sets aside the Oltestamentguid pro  blessing, the other was touching the garment at t
quoin the name and through the power of love. Irbreast....[from which] were emanating twoger
doing this love sdérs. The Cross of Christ Jesus rays, one red, the other pale.” Jesus said to“her
most fully represents lovefreely chosen sacrifice. desire that this image be venerated, first in you
Consider the Elder Brothers of the Rose Crosshapel, and [then ] throughout the world.”
Every midnight they draw all the evil that has been In explanation Jesus told hefl desire that
generated during the preceding day to the cruciblgriests proclaim this great mercy of Mine toward
of their souls where they daf its efects and ren souls of sinners. Let the sinner not be afraid t

5S,
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approach MeThe flames of mercy are burning in would like to cling to the soul.”
Me—clamoring to be spent; | want to pour them If Faustina knew seventh heaven, she also kngw
out upon these souls.” the pit of hellAnd even in her later years she was$
The pale ray issuing from the heart of Jesusot totally free from experiencing “a hatred for all
stands for the water which makes souls righteouthat is holy and divine.” But increasingly she cam
and the red ray stands for the Blood which is th&éo know that such moments or even extended pef
life of souls.They who approach “this Fount of ods were the work of the devil who God permitted
Life” and trust in Jesushercy shall have their sins her to know that her spiritual will might be forti
remitted. Since the image was first painted in fied. She meets the devil in many guiseg,
1934, many other images of the Divine including “a pack of huge black dogs,
Mercy have been painted based og howling and jumping and trying to
either existing representations or og tear me to pieces,” and even posing
Sister Fausting’ diary as her guardian angeAlso he
The second objective wor would hurl flower pots in her
demanded of Faustina was t room and shake her bed in frus
write a diary of her spiritual life. % trated rage. He ever sought to
Jesus called her “secretary £ s dissuade her from her self-
my most profound mystery” A ”'ﬁ*"“"‘i imposed rigors, and appealed tg
and chaged her to devote al ¥ ‘; i her self-pity since she endured
her free moments to writing P~ the ravages of terminal tubercu
down everything He made , losis. He would tell her to ask
known to her about His mercy si® > for death to end her pain (an alert
those who read will have thé proponents of euthanasia shoulc
courage to approach HimThe think hard on). Faustina identifies
diary, howevey includes much more the real origin of much mental nega
than than the transcriptions of Jesus @ tivity—the spirit of negation, here pos

—®D

direct words. In addition to numer S ing as common sense:dTive as a
ous visions, many of her directive The Divine Mercy good nun, it is sticient to live like
and insights are wordings of intu all the othersWhy expose yourself

itions that are not assigned a specific source and so many dffculties.” As for sinners, “they
could feasibly be designated as coming from headteserve a just punishment.” Sound familiar? Byt
higher Self. Sister Faustina became adept at exposing the False

Jesus articulates a law of spiritual economy t®ne and would dismiss him with the sign of the
Faustina: “I am and will be for you such as yowcross (even mentally made) and the name of Jequs
praise me for being.” For her part, she vows, “(silently uttered).
will not stop in glorifying your goodness and She remarks, “How terribly ugly Satan iBhe
mercy With every drop of my blood, with every poor damned souls that have to keep him company!
beat of my heart, | glorify your mercllong to be Just the sight of him is more disgusting than all th
entirely transformed into a hymn of your glory torments of hell.” Jesus Himself tells Faustina that
When | find myself on my deathbed, may the lasSatan burns with a particular hatred for he
beat of my heart be a loving hymn in praise of youbecause she has snatched so many souls from |his
unfathomable mercy dominion.

While she was made to know that it is G0d’ Faustina achieves such sanctity and her po
delight to look into a pure and free heart, “sucHor conferring graces becomes so great that she|is
hearts are knightly hearts; their life is a constarfrequently drawn as an invisible helper to th
battle.” Yet it is lagely a silent, an inner battle. deathbed throes of unknown persons who afe
“The sword of silence will cut bfeverything that writhing in torment, beset by demons who fle
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from her in terror as they would from tAechangel announced that the Servant of God was beatified
Michael, for her purity and spiritual brilliance and thereafter would be known as Blessef
werein themselves weapons that inflicted woundsFaustina.

She comes to regard fring as “the greatest Legend relates that a woman applied a kerchigf
treasure on earth; it purifies the soul. Infeuhg to the blood-stained face of Jesus as he bore his
we learnWho our true friend is.” Stéring feeds cross toward Calvary (depicted in the sixth statiop
on flames of selfAs love becomes purglsuffer-  of the cross)The cloth received an imprint of His
ing will cease to be a defing for us; it will countenance and became a holy relic, called the
become a delight!” In her last days she writes, “liveronica, meaning “true imagetvdra icor). This
the angels were capable of enthey would envy womans name was Faustina. Blessed Fausting’

us for two things: one is the receiving of great compassion for her Saviplike that
Holy Communion, and the other is suf of her namesake, marked her as the
fering.” For Faustina, Communion one who the Lord chose to have

is actual incorporation of the hv
ing Lord, spiritual food
enabling her tocommune
heart to heart, souo soul
with her Beloved.

The nightly retrospec
tion that Rosicrucian stu
dentsperform is practiced
by Catlolics as confes
sion, though the emphasi.
is on ones sinsand errors
rather than the mordal
anced assessment advocaté
for the days review But each
of Faustinas confessions is a
radical sugery. She cauterizes
her soul with honestysincerity and The writer of Divine Mecy in
humility, for she seeks the My Soulwas told, “I am giv
immaculate heart andhe Saint Veronica ing you a share in the
God-infused consciousness. Blessed Faustina’early Christian namesake,redemption of mankind.”

Faustina did not live to sec>2nt éronica (originally Faustina) was IV This diary may play a part in

) - >~*her name after her compassionate actiesufted -

the inauguration of devotiorin obtaining an imprint (vera icon) of the s that redemption.Both have
to the Divine Mercy In fact, face on her pffered cloth. their source in loveyhich, for
for a time it was proscribed by Blessed Faustinajs most
the Ofice of the Holy See. But in 1965 an potently most efectually expressed in prayen
Information Process relating to the life and virtuegorm of spiritual actionThis love “does not cen
of Sister Faustina was opened by #rehbishop sist in words or feelings but in deeds. It is an act ¢f
of Krakow, thereby meriting her thiéle Servant of  will; it is a gift; that is to saya giving.The reason,
God. Two years laterthe same archbishopow the will, the heart—these three faculties must be
become a cardinal, closed the Process and subniercised during praydrwill rise from the dead in
ted its findings to Rome, where the Process afesus, but first | must liven Him,” live in Him
Beatification was duly initiatedThe archbishop unto death. Now througloving obedience does
who had become cardinal was Kavdbjtyla. And  the Servant of God further glorify His Name.[

it was he who, as Pope John Paul IApril, 1993, —C.W.

the image of His merciful per
son conceived in her soul,
that it might be born to the
world as a vehicle for its
upliftment. While Helen
became Faustina, Bibli-
cal Faustina was sab
quently  known as
Veronica. Whereas the
veronica has been credit
ed with many remarkable
healings, the image of the
Divine Mercy has also
served as a catalyst for
miraculous cures, conwver
sions, and spiritual renewals.
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NUTRITION AND HEALTH

The Continuity of Life
And the Nature of Sleep

EEP IS A MINIATURE cosmic
night. It is the period between two days
hether it be measured by plant, -ani

al, time, or by zodiacal periodss all
he dimensions of space are concentrig
and as the superphysical planes of existence are
our immediate presence, “sleep” conveys to us t
condition of the dense body after the soul has-with
drawn while leaving some form of connection with
it unsevered.
On divination Cicero observes: “When the sou
of man is disengaged from corporeal impediment

— — — . '
and set at freedom—in sleep—it beholds Wonde.Attached by the silver adextending fsim the head, the desir

WhiCh’ when entangled beneath the veil of flesh inogy and ego hover above the sleepeense and vital bodies.
is unable to see.”

Sleep is the temporary withdrawal of the ego Stoddart, of the Bethlehem Royal Hospital o
from the physical bodywhich then rests and recu London, says in one of his valuable editions that
perates. Its depleted eggris then restored for the “Sleep is the condition of partial or complete uncon
morrow’s activity sciousness which normally recurs once in twenty

Based on the results of numerous tests arfdur hours and typically endures for one-third o
experiments, theosophical writers maintain that thehat time. Sleep abolishes fatigue; in other words,
ego leaves the body and hovers near during sledphelps to rid the @anism of fatigue products.”
be it natural or produced by anaesthetic agents. We all sleep, and most of us dream and travel |n

The Rosicrucian teaching on sleep states that thiee desire world, whether it is remembered or not.
ego, clothed with the mind and desire hadlyaws Digestion can and does take place without you
outside the dense body and remains close while tik@owledge, and your failure to take cognizance
vital body and dense (physical) body are restinghe event is no gument against it. Huntington, of
upon the bed, all being connected by a siliker the NationalAcademy is indebted to the desire
thread; and that in disturbed sleep the ego is natorld for the arrangement of his famous picture,
wholly withdrawn. This description is not theory “Mercy’s Dream.” Giovanni Dupré, the French
or speculation but is demonstrated to the initiateculptor confessed that the ideas of his beautifu
step by step as the mind and sympathetic gangliRiéta” came to him in a dream. .DS. Weir
of his oganism are made to unfold under the pracMitchell published two poems he composed whilg¢
tice of well-tried acts and formulae. asleep. Professor Hilprecht, of the University of

=
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Pennsylvania, deciphered certain characters by t@th a continued withdrawal to the shoulders ang
aid of a prehistoric “helper” in the dream statehead; and last, with the final leap from the shou
Daniel and Ezekiel knew life as it is, and Josephders and head into the realm of the next plane] |
the great oneiroscopist of historical times, thorwould venture to estimate that not more than twp
oughly understood the physiological act of sleepersons out of a million are normally able to-per
and the relationship of the human ego to the desieeive this natural everyday process, although any
world, the next plane above the dense, and thustelligent person can be trained step by step until
saved Egypt. Dreams and dreamers have saved dml is able to observe this natural phenomenay |
ruled the world. knew one highly educated common-sense perspn
Brain wave analysis and limbic system studiesvho was so startled when he first beheld the aft
indicate that sleep is deepest about one and a h#ift he cried out in substance, “Oh, Lord, my God,
hours after its onset and from that time it drops t@s there no help for the widos/'son?”
its lightest point between the seventh and eighth For the readés rapid perusal | will omit as
hour By that time the dense body has beemuch as possible technical psychological terms |n
repaired and the vibrations of its revitalized moledescribing the onset of the sleep stateo words
cular structures are at their maximum point, thugamiliar to most readers of medical and current lit
often enabling the waiting ego to stamp the braierature are the subliminal and the supraliminal
with the impressions of higher plan@$ie heavier consciousness, One refers to the ego clothed with
the food the lower the vibration of the densall its vehicles in wide-awake consciousness; the
body’s atoms. Indeed, the vibratory action ofother designates the ego denuded of its dense body
ingested food may be so low that it actually has i the act of going to sleep the ordinary person firgt
toxic effect, not only from the excessive excretionhits a dark point or node when he leaves coneiou
of urea, carbon dioxide, and other catabolic prodhess for unconsciousness. Between the vivid
ucts of digestion and cellular metabolism, but dueream state and wakefulness this node or dark spot
to the very torpid action of the elemental substande so brief that it becomes a mere line or only p
itself. Highly vibrating atoms brought suddenly inpoint. As predisposing factors such as musculgr
contact with those of a significantly lower ratefatigue force themselves on the attention of th
have a centrifugal or explosivefedt. presiding soul or ego, it then commences the anE
Going to sleep is normally a physiologicalbolic or restorative processd® thoroughly repair
process brought on by auto-suggestidrhile a a residence the owner must temporarily move ou
lack of oxygen, an excessive amount of carboso it is with the human dense body—the ega pre¢
dioxide, and the absence of various other stimuteeds to move out with the higher vehicles first by
may predispose to or invite sleep, the process ain auto-suggestion to the harmonic whole that t
falling asleep is not pathological. Hallucinations,body be placed in a comfortable position. Eyes a
absurdities, and distorted dreams, manifestatiorieen closed and a few thoughts of going to slee
of a condition known as the hypnagogic state, takimke place; then, as the process continues, the he
place in shallow sleep when the ego is partly in thbeat becomes slowewith a tendency to become
dense body and partly odthe dream under such periodic, the expirations are more audible an
conditions contains a mixture of elements or stimshorter the excretions and the secretions of th
uli from the mental, desire, and dense worlds. mucous membrane diminish, the eyeballs ro
| will here state as a positive fact capable of perupward and inward, the pupils contract, the kneg
sonal demonstration that in the process of going titex is lost, blood vessels dilate, the cerebrum i
sleep the ego with the desire body actually withanemic and there is complete inactivation of th
draws from the dense (physical) body and this sefirontal brain as the ego makes its exit.
aration is accomplished by three distinct move It is well to be thoroughly acquainted with these
ments: First, a subtle but gradual withdrawal frormatural changes when administering an anesthefic
the lower extremities; second, a slight hesitatioim parturition or for a capital operatiofo drive
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Thus the dense body may inci
dentally be following the ego
across a roof and daf from an
accident when the correlated
relationship is interfered with
by an outside influenceThe
accidenttakes place simultane
ously with the node or dark
spot of the ego as it enters the
dense body

It is a self-demonstrable truth
that the dense body can be
brought to such a high state of
atomic vibration by a system of
right living, coupled with proper
diet and certain physical and
beneficial mental exercises,
that the ego can remain in a
state of unbroken conscious
s even while the dense body
From the paiI:tirE'EJy I;;Stoc;;l:l&l%O),DJoseph Bibby, Bibby’s Annual, 1921 SleepS. Furthermore’ as the eg()

He Giveth His Below
More correctly, He giveth to His beloved while he glegeps—physicallysa'ndually. _reenters the dense b ody can
impress on the brain memory

the ego completely out during labor may causef its out-of body experiences occurring during th
death from postpartum hemorrhage, and not tpreceding eight hours of slumbefo those who
drive it out during a major operation may producéiave not given the subject thought, these observa
a fatality from fright, or what we choose to calltions may seem mere twaddle and preposterous;
sumical shock. In sleep induced by drug anesthebut do you think an economical nature is going tp
sia or from natural causes the ego re-enters by tipermit the human spirit, the ego, to waste one ot
same pathway that it exited, ordinarily with greaof every three hours? Can you find anything in nature
gentleness, as the vibrations of the desire body aata dead standstilthe higher the quality of a thing
an octave higher than those of the dense llBdly the greater its radio-activity or vibratory profile.
if the ego, in response to some alarm or electric The attainment of this condition of continuous
shock, re-enters with the force of a catapult, theelf-consciousness is within the reach of all
very impact of the desire bodyhigher vibrations healthy persons and is directly in opposition to its
might wreck the anatomical mechanism of thelangerous counterfeit, hypnosis. Sleep can no
dense body and become the main etiological factéonger be considered a dissolution of the contind
in producing functional and ganic changes, such ity of consciousness, for real life is continuous
as chorea, catalepsgpilepsy and a long list of Here is the portal of sublimityand how quickly
phobias, most of which are due to a disharmonthe counterfeiters and the quacks in their “absent
between the various vehicles of the ego. treatment” seize the idea; but there are physicians

The ego and the desire body are subject to theith intrepid courage in every part of this land
laws of levitation, and often in sleep the denseho have silently entered the gateway of the desife
body will by force of habit attempt to follow them world and have added to their therapeutics Ja
after they have withdrawn to travel in foreignmethod of healing heretofore undreamed of by our
countries, giving rise to that state bordering on théorefathers. O
pathological called somnambulism or sleep-walking. —W. Stuart Leech, M.D.
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HEALING

The Great Certainty

ITH WITHOUT WORKS is dead, | & 4
and in every case whefghrist healed g

nyone, this pson had to do some §
thing; he hado cooperate actively with i
the great Healer before his cure coul§s
be accomplishedThe requirements were simple
but such as they were they had to be complift
with, so that the spirit of obedience could aid t
Healel's work.
None of those who were healed by Christ Jes
would have been fdcted unless they had obeyef
and done as they were bidden. It is disobedie
that brings disease. Obedi-ence, no matter whet8
it involves washingin the Jordan, or stretching"
forth a hand, shows a change of mind, and the mr

is therefore in a position to receive the healir
b The blind men followed Jesus, demonstrating their belief wit|

balm, which may Come_ throth the Christ, cactions, whegupon the Healer said, “Accding to your faith
through a healer of one kind or anotles the case pe it unto you.”

may be. Primarilyin all cases, the healing force
comes from our heavenly Fatharho is the Great
Physician.

“These are the three great factors in healing: Visible Helpers are just as necessary as Invisibje
first, the powerfrom our Father in heaven; next, Helpers, and our friends and patients may share|in
the healer; and third, the obedient mind of the high privilege, as well as add much to the powgr
patient upon which the power of the Father can agff liberated healing force, by joining us in praye
through the healer in such a way as to dispel afbr the sick. Our Healing Service is held every
bodily ills. evening in the Healingemple at 6:30 (7:30 when

“Let us now understand that the whole univers®aylight time is in efect) and in the Pro-Ecclesia
is pervaded with the power of the Fatha&ways at 4:15 M. when the Moon is in a cardinal sign on
available to cure all ills of whatever nature; that ishe following dates:
the great certainty

“The healer is the focus, the vehicle through (S)i?éirgrben """""""""""""" 14—_951_51—72_12—428
which the power is infused into the patisritody =~ e
If he is a proper instrument, consecrated, harmdrelax, close your eyes, and make a mental picture
nious, really and truly in tune with the infinite, of the pure white rose in the center of the Rosicry
there is no limit to the wonderful works of the cian Emblem on the west wall of our Pro-Ecclesidg,
Father which may be performed through him wheand concentrate on Divirieve andHealing

1SUUD 10 Y2INYD BISIA €1 O

Jesus Heals the Two Blind Men

=)

=4

opportunity presents a patient of a properly recej
tive and obedient mind"—Max Heindel. W
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FOR CHILDREN

Rex and Zendah
N

HE GATE OF THE TWINS was so “What fun!” exclaimed Rex. “W have to blow
delicate and airyalmost as thin as a bubbles, that is easy
cobweb, that it seemed as if you could “I don’t expect it is quite as easy as it sounds/’
walk through it, but it barred your way replied Zendah, shaking her head.
just the sameThe most bewildering  They soon found the silver pipe and the goldep
thing about it was that it moved slightly all thebowl and Rex sat down on the ground near the
time, so that you did not know at which part yougate, while Zendah stood near to try and blow the
S

were looking. bubble in the right direction as soon as Rex wg
Right in the middle of the gate was a wingad ready It was not easyt first none of the bubbles

surrounded by butterflies, whose was perfect and then when Rex did get one, it ran
wings were so wonderfully enar ~. along the ground and they could not get it to risg
eled, that they almost looked lit into the air before it bursilime after time they

real ones, yet they were on tried, and at last a beauty flew swiftly up;
metal. The pillars of this gate wer. % but it only rose to the left side of
odd, one was dark and capped w the gateA second perfect one
the head of a frowning child, and t: _ / ol wafted suddenly to the right
other was golden, capped with t j / side of the gate, but it was not

head of a child with a smiling face. | Sy until the third one that Zendah
Rex and Zendah peeped through the gate ax managed to blow straight in the right
well as they could because of its constant move direction. Up and up it went, shining with

ment, and wondered how this was to be enteredll the colors of the rainbgviboth children watch
They were very anxious to get in, for it seemeding anxiously until it reached the point above th¢
even from the outside, such a merry land. question mark where it burst with a bang-bang.
“I cannot see anything to use here,” said Rex, “sbmmediately a laugh was heard and two voices
we had better look at the book of Hermes again.cried, “Tell us the names of this gate.”
They opened the scroll, and by the symbol of the “Joy and Swiftness,” replied the children.
Land of theTwins they found written, “Look on  “Enter Zendah with joy and Rex with swiftness,”
the right-hand side of the gate and you will find aried the voices.
silver pipe; on the left-hand side you will find a The gate divided in the middle and flew oper
golden bowl full of a liquid. Rex must blow a per with a sudden swingA crowd of boys and girls
fect bubble, and Zendah must waft it with herushed at them and pulled them inside, all talking
breath to a point just above the question mark oat once.
the gate; then th@vardens will see the sign and “Come with me.” “Where have you come from?”
demand the password.” “What are your names?” “Let me show you ou

v
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school.” “No, let me take them to ours,” saidyli
another childAnd they were pulled first one way *
and then another until they really did not know
which way to go. Certainly none of these childrer/ &/ -
was shy! '

At last a tall, thin youth with a merry twinkle in ~{
his eye pushed the others on one side, and taki™ i3
Rex and Zendah by the hands, cried, “For sham §
children, you will bewilder our visitors and give #i
them the impression that we do not know our ow f..;.
minds at all.Though it is true that anyone in this &
land does have some fitiilty in making up his <&
mind.”

Turning to Rex and Zendah he said, “Have yo!
your wings yet?”

They shook their heads, “Which wings?” Y/

“Oh | expect then you will have to wait until you i gk

will get the butterflies to lend you some until yousdiiiy/
do see him.” \

waved twice round his head, and at once hundre" "5
of yellow and blue butterflies and dragonflies-sur. |~ =44
rounded themThe lagest of them all, as big as a~
bird, held in its mouth two spare pairs of dragon

flies’ wings. The youth took these and fastenedwvind all the time.

them somehow on to their feet. “Now you will be The guide motioned them to sit down and watch.

able to travel in the Land of thievins and as fast Presently two children flew up with an old woman

backward as forward/Vhat do you wish to know who had no wings on her feet, and put her gently

first?” he asked, for he could see that they botbdown at the side of the pool, and held her hands ps

were greatly desiring to ask questions. she stepped inThen, to their great surprise, the
“Why, there do not seem to be any old peopléurther she went in the younger she became, ung

here,” said Rex. when she reached the other side she was old ho

The boy laughed. “For one reason, we do ndbnger and wings had grown on her fé&hen she

worry, and are all so merry that we always remaimealized what had happened, she rose in the fir

young, but also because everyone who comes with a cry of joy and joined the other young peo
live here, even for a short time, bathes in the poglle who were waiting for her on the farther side of
of the waters of youth. Come and see. the pool.

Swiftly through the air they went, passing beau “There are no really old people here,” said their

tiful forests where bluebells and cowslips grewguide as he arose and they started forward on their

and over them all hovered thousands of butterfliesavels. “All inhabitants pass through the pool of

of all colors At last they came to a thicket of hazelyouth, and so long as they live here, they are

trees, within which was a pool of some liquid thatalways young. Only they often fpet when they
shone like silverlt was moving slowly backward go to live in other lands.”

and forward in heavy ripples, though there was no From the forest they flew to the City of Hermes
breeze hereThe air was perfectly still within the where they saw the inhabitants occupied ifedif
hazel thicket yet everywhere else there had beereat ways, always busy with their brains or theif
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hands.As in the Land of th&Vater Carrierthey ing again; but from where they stood on the step
found some who were clever sculptors; many weri seemed as if the country was moving and not the
painting pictures or playing with skill on musical castle.
instrumentsThere were others writing, or illumi  On the porch two pages drew back the curtains
nating manuscripts, or engraving on copfut —a boy and a girl, so much alike that the childre
whichever thing they were doing, they all seemeeéxclaimed, “Why you must be twinsThey looked
able to leave their own work to go and do someonat each other and smiled.

elses work as well as their own. Everywhere dif “Only twins are employed in the Quicksilver
ferent work was being done. Palace.”

In one hall a young man was speaking about his Everything was in pairs, even the walls wer¢
travels all over the star3he children were told hung with mirrors so that if you stood still for a
this was a land of many lecturers and everyonsmoment, you saw two of yourself.
wanted to be able to speak well, though people Passing over the swaying bridge and climbing t
from the other lands sometimes said they talkethe top of one of the towers, they entered the throfe
too much. room, which was hung with yellow curtains

Everywhere they went they noticed hundreds oattached to rods high up on the wallfie pages
tiny bubbles floating about in the ain the lecture told them that these curtains were constantly
hall they saw colored lights and quediaped changed, and had a fifent design for each day
forms, some, triangles, some, cubes, and theior who in this land would want to see the sam
guide explained that these were thoughts and thtting all the time? In between, there were mirrors
they were easier to see here than in other placas in the corridors, and statues of running or flyin
because everything here was so swift, and the ammen.Above hung rows and rows of silvery bells.
So clear At the end of the hall were two raised platforms

At last they came to the palace of Hermes. It waand a throne on each, a yellow and a purple one
indeed well that they had some special wings on Hermes was seated on the yellow one. He smiled
their feet, for otherwise they could never haveand greeted them.
reached it. It consisted of two circular towers, very “You wondey| suppose, why | have two thrones
tall and narrowjoined by a wonderful span-bridge When everyone in this land does the right thing,
which swayed with every breeze that hléwthe use this yellow throne, but when | have to fing
middle of the bridge was built the main hall. fault, which | must sometimes do, then | use th

The whole castle was poised on a sea of quiclpurple throne.
silver and was moving about this sea incessantly “Ring the joy bells of welcome,” he cried, rais
Only at exactly midday and exactly midnight wasng his wand in the aiand the bells above rang a
it where one would expect it to be—in the middlemerry tune.
and that was the only time you could fly up to the “Everything here is youth, activitand pleasure,
entrance. Never could you walk there. but there is a lesson to be learned too.”

“Now,” said their guide, “watch carefullyand He took them into a small room at the side of th
follow me the moment the castle is in the centrehall, where they saw a casket on a table surrounded
otherwise you will not be able to see Hermes whildy curious instruments. On the walls themselvgs
you are in this land.” were painted the words,

A peal was heard from bells that hung in the top
of the left-hand towerto be answered at its finish
by two deep notes from the bells in the right-hand “The casket is Pandos’ Long ago the gods
tower; and the moment had arrived. gave a casket to men, which they told them would

They had to fly to the entrance with the quick bring luck so long as it never was opened. But Pap-
ness of thought, and were quite out of breath adora was too curious and opened it, when out came
they reached the ste@de castle had started mov all the troubles and illnesses that the gods had shut
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up in the box, and only hope was left behind.  The butterflieswings would be of no use for hard
“So when my children get too restless, or toavork, though many of my children think they arg
curious, or too talkative, as they do sometimessnough, and then they find they cannot fly far
they come here to be reminded of the situty. “The jewel | give to you is the chalcedony;
See these instruments? Men mtdese on Q@ and this and the password will remind
Earth to cover up peopk’'mouths ( // @ you to be true messengers of the gods
when they talked too muckive keep @ @ and take hope and joy everywherg
copies here also, as a wan you go. At the last gate | shall
against too much talking.” i meet you and take you home, bulf
Back again in the hall, pagr now | cannot wait any longefior
were constantly coming t our Lord the Sun has sent for
Hermes with letters and mes me.”
sages, so it was difult to under Over the swinging bridge, by
stand how he ever managed way of the quicksilver lake, they
attend to them all. returned to the entrance, and past
At last a page brought two beauw. the City of Hermes where some of
ful pairs of wings such as Hermes hi the children were on their way to what
self wore on his feet, and he gave these 3 “seemed to be their schoolEarough the
the children instead of the wings of the dragonfliebutterfly woods, past the pool of youth, and so tp

that they were wearing. the entrance gate, the same group of children saw
“Now, you have the shoes of swiftne3iey them of, shouting to them as the gates closeq
will answer many purposes as you will find out,”"Don’t forget how to blow Joy bubbles.” O

but always use them in the service of other people. —Esme Swainson

ANCIENT AND MODERN INITIATION

by Max Heindel

This volume on the Atlantean/Ancient Hebrew and Christian forms of Initiation contains
the results of spiritual investigations conducted by Max Heindel, himself an Initiate. The
formulae of Initiation for humanity under the New Covenant are herein described.

PART ONE PART TWO

THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
MYSTIC RITE OF BAPTISM
THE TEMPTATION
THE TRANSFIGURATION
THE LAST SUPPER AND
THE FOOTWASHING

GETHSEMANE, THE GARDEN OF GRIEF
THE STIGMATA AND THE CRUCIFIXION

TABERNACLE IN THE WILDERNESS
THE ATLANTEAN MYSTERY TEMPLE
THE BRAZEN ALTAR AND LAVER
EAST ROOM OF THE TEMPLE
THE ARK OF THE COVENANT
THE SACRED SHEKINAH GLORY
THE NEW MOON AND INITIATION

This book will give the sincere seeker of truth a deeper and more mystic insight into the history and
alchemical process of Initiation as it takes place in the body of man and is revealed in the Bible. Published
by the Rosicrucian Fellowship. Paper. 148 pages. Indexed. Please order on page 64.
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